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Introduction 


All my books can be read online for free at 
wayneodonnell.com. Mt. 10:8, “Freely you have 
received, freely give.” This booklet is included in and 
comprises of one section of my book “Predestination 
is to Glory not to Faith: Anti-Calvinism & Reformed 
Theology; Pro-Certainty of Sanctification & 
Glorification; In Romans 8, Romans 9, & John 6.” 

Romans is about the gospel, the good ‘news’ of 
salvation. Paul says the gospel is new, but doesn’t 
contradict the old. “The gospel of God, which he had 
promised before by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,” Rom. 1:1-2. So every time Paul deals 
with a topic in Romans regarding all men, he also 
shows it’s true for Israel. Romans 1b-2a: All men are 
sinners. Romans 2b-3a: All Jews are sinners. 
Romans 3b: All men are justified by faith alone. 
Romans 4: All Jews are justified by faith alone. Etc. 

So in Romans 8, Paul had said all we who have 
been justified have also been predestined to future, 
bodily glorification. “Whom he foreknew, he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son,” Rom. 8:29. Therefore, in Romans 9-11, Paul 
shows that Israel’s national predestination to 
physical glorification in the future Messianic 
Kingdom, is no less certain than our future personal 
glorification he talked about in Romans 8. If Israel’s 
national glorification is insecure (which it’s not), 
then so is our personal glorification. 

Paul begins the section of Romans 9-11 by 
talking about the continuing special status of 
physical Israel, which is denied by Reformed 
Theology. “To whom [still] pertains [1] the sonship, 
and [2] the [shekinah] glory, and [3] the covenants, 
and the giving of [4] the law, and [5] the service of 
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God [in the temple], and [6] the promises; whose 
are [7] the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh [Jesus is still ethnically Jewish] [8] Messiah 
came, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen,” 
Rom. 9:4-5. 

And Paul ends the section of Romans 9-11 by 
reminding us Israel’s national blindness is only 
partial (“Has God cast away his people? God forbid. 
For I also am an Israelite,” Rm. 11:1), and only 
temporary. “I wish not, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you [Gentiles] should 
be wise in your own conceits, that blindness 
[PARTIAL] in part is happened to [national] Israel, 
[TEMPORARY] until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in,” Rm. 9:25. And the next verse says that just 
before the future Messianic Kingdom is set up, the 
national blindness will be completely and 
permanently removed. “And so all Israel will be 
saved,” Rm. 9:26. 

Also, just as in Romans 8, we were predestined 
to glorification, not to faith or unbelief; so in 
Romans 9, Israel was predestined to glorification, 
not to faith or unbelief. The best way to demonstrate 
this is by Paul’s examples of the adversaries Pharaoh 
and Moses. Despite the unscriptural claims of 
Calvinists, Pharaoh wasn’t hardened about 
believing in God or the gospel. Over and over the 
scripture makes it clear that what God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart about was about not letting his 
people go. “I will harden his heart, so that he will not 
let the people go,” Ex. 4:21. See also Ex. 7:14; 8:32; 
9:7; 10:20, 273 11:10, etc.! 


1 Ex. 7:14: Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the 
people go. Ex. 8:32: Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go. Ex. 9:7: The heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, and he did not let the people go. Ex. 9:35: The heart 
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And God didn’t harden Pharaoh’s heart so that 
he wouldn’t believe and would go to hell, but so that 
once Pharaoh had made his decision not to let Israel 
go, he wouldn’t give in too quickly due to weakness 
or aversion to pain, so that God could complete all 
ten plagues and destroy the mightiest army on earth 
at that time in the sea, so that all the world would 
hear of it. “I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and 
multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of 
Egypt, ... so that I can lay my hand on Egypt, and 
bring forth my armies, and my people the children 
of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great 
judgments,” Ex. 7:3-4. See also Ex. 10:1-2, 7; 9:1; 
14:4, 17.2 And in our passage, “Even for this same 
purpose I have raised you [an unbeliever] up [to be 
Pharaoh], so that I could show my power in you, and 
so that my name would be declared throughout all 
the earth,” Rm. 9:17. 

God could have manifested his power to the 
whole world when he took Israel from Egypt to 
Canaan by one of either of two methods, depending 


of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel 
go. Ex. 10:20. But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he 
would not let the children of Israel go. Ex. 10:27: But the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. Ex. 11:10: 
The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land. 

2 Ex. 10:1-2: I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his 
servants, so that I can show these my signs before him, and so that 
you can tell in the ears of your son, and of your son's son [like at 
Passover meals], what things I have worked in Egypt, ... so that you 
can know how that I am the Lord. Ex. 10:7: Pharaoh's servants said 
to him, ‘... Let the men go. ... Don’t you know yet that Egypt is 
destroyed? Ex. 9:1: Pharaoh will not listen to you, so that my 
wonders can be multiplied in the land of Egypt. Ex. 14:4: I will 
harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will follow after them, and I will 
be honored upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, so that the 
Egyptians can know that I am the Lord. Ex. 14:17: I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians, and they will follow them, and I will get me 
honor upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host. 
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on Pharaoh’s free-will choice. Either Egypt’s armies 
could have willingly escorted Israel to Canaan, as an 
earlier Pharaoh had done for the burial of Jacob’s 
body (Gen. 50:4-113). Or Egypt’s armies could have 
unwillingly accompanied Israel as far as the sea to 
be destroyed there, which is what happened (Ex. 
14:1-9, 22-284). Either way, God’s purpose “that my 
name would be declared throughout all the earth” 
(Rom. 9:17) would have been accomplished. 

In contrast to Pharaoh, who had a choice of two 
ways to accomplish his predestined purpose, Moses 
accomplished something that wasn’t predestined at 
all, through his free-will choice. God doesn’t 
predestine or determine every detail, but only 
enough to accomplish his purposes, and allows men 
to make their own choices within predetermined 
bounds. When Israel sinned by worshipping the 
golden calf, Moses interceded, and was granted 
mercy for them. But then Moses went beyond even 
that, and asked to see God’s glory as a gracious 
favor, and was also granted that request. “[Moses] 
said, ‘I beseech you, show me your glory.’ And [the 
LORD] said, ‘I will make all my goodness pass 
before you, ... and will be gracious to whom I will be 


3 Gen. 50:4-11. Joseph spoke, ... “Let me go up ... and bury my 
father, and I will come again.” And Pharaoh said, “Go up.” ... And... 
with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, ... and all the elders 
of the land of Egypt, ... and ... both chariots and horsemen, and it 
was a very great company. ... And when the inhabitants of the land, 
the Canaanites, saw, ... they said, “This is a grievous mourning to 
the Egyptians.” 

4 Ex. 14:1-9, 22-28. The Lord [said], ... “Camp by the sea, ... so 
that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord. And ... the 
Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them 
camping by the sea. ... And the children of Israel went into the midst 
of the sea, ... and the Egyptians ... went in after them to the midst of 
the sea, ... and the sea returned to his strength. ... There remained 
not so much as one of them. 
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gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy,” Ex. 33:18-19. 

So God showed Moses his glory, meaning 
brightness, not of the Father, since “No man has 
seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him” 
(John 1:18), but rather a preview of the glory of the 
Son that we will share in. And Moses’ body 
temporarily shared in that glory. “When Moses 
came down from mount Sinai with the two tablets, 
... Moses didn’t realize that the skin of his face 
shone, ... and when Aaron and all the children of 
Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone,” 
Ex. 34:29-30. 

God knows beforehand which vessels are 
destined for eternal glory and which are destined for 
eternal shame. And it isn’t unrighteous of him in his 
providential control to make use of both kinds of 
vessels in his plans during our time on earth. He 
formed a man like Pharaoh who was destined for 
eternal shame into a vessel to rule Egypt so his name 
would be magnified in the earth through his 
disobedience at the time of Israel’s national birth. 
And he gives men like Moses and us experiences 
that help “fit” (Rom. 9:22) and “prepare” (Rom. 
9:23) us for even more glorification. “Our light 
affliction [light compared to the weight of glory], 
which is but for a moment [a moment compared to 
the eternal glory], produces for us a far more 
exceeding eternal weight of glory,” 2 Cor. 4:17. 

Most other anti-Calvinist books deal heavily 
with the moral and philosophical travesties of 
Calvinism. For example, I highly reeommend What 
Love Is This, by Dave Hunt. But this book tries to 
provide better expositions of a passage that leads 
good, godly men to accept Calvinism in the first 
place by paying attention to the small, under- 
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appreciated detail, that the Bible says 
predestination is to sanctification and glory, not to 
faith. If I felt this task was already accomplished, I 
wouldn’t have written this book, but would have 
promoted the books that already did it. 

Flowers (Non-Calvinist), "Would anyone dare 
adopt or seek to defend this most troubling doctrine 
[of reprobation] if not for the perceived defense 
offered by the apostle in Romans 9?”5 Pink 
(Calvinist), “It is a remarkable and _ telling 
phenomenon that those who find no individual 
predestination to eternal life in Rom 9:6-13 cannot 
successfully explain the thread of Paul’s argument 
as it begins in Rom 9:1-5 and continues through the 
chapter.”® Berkouwer (Calvinist), “Every hesitation 
about or hidden resistance against the sovereign 
freedom of God, every form of indeterminism which 
defends man's cooperation against the divine act, 
will suffer shipwreck on Romans 9.”7 We shall see. 

The verses quoted in this book are from the King 
James Version, with the English modernized. I’ve 
also consistently replaced the word “Christ” with 
“Messiah”, because no one knows what a “Christ” is, 
except for its potentially harmful religious 
overtones; but everyone knows what a “Messiah” is. 
Both “Christ,” in Greek, and “Messiah,” in Hebrew, 
are transliterations of words meaning “Anointed.” I 
also quote extensively from the CV, Calvinist 
Version. It’s quite different from the KJV and all the 
other versions. ; ) 


5 Flowers, Potter's Promise, Kindle 169-170. 

6 Piper, Romans 9:1-23, Kindle 943-945. 

7 Berkouwer, Divine Election, 216, in Shank. Elect in the Son, 
Kindle 1299-1300. 
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Luther and Calvin Regarding Romans 9-11 


Luther (Calvinist). [Flesh thinks] Majesty 
which is the Creating Cause of all things, must 
bow to one of the dregs of His creation. ... [Flesh 
thinks] it is absurd that He should condemn 
him; who cannot avoid the merit of damnation. 
And, on account of this absurdity, it must be 
false, that “God has mercy on whom He will 
have mercy, and hardens whom He will.” (Rom. 
ix. 18). He must ... damn not any one but him, 
who, according to our judgment, deserves to be 
damned. ... But if God ... have respect unto 
merit, why do those impious ones murmur and 
expostulate? Why do they say, “Why doth He 
find fault? for who hath resisted His will?” 
(Rom. ix. 19). And what need was there for Paul 
to restrain them? For who wonders even, much 
less is indignant and expostulates, when any one 


is damned who merited damnation?® 


Luther (Calvinist). It is this, that seems to give 
the greatest offence to common sense or natural 
reason, - that the God, who is set forth as being 
so full of mercy and goodness, should, of His 
mere will, leave men, harden them, and damn 
them, as though He delighted in the sins, and in 
the great and eternal torments of the miserable. 
To think thus of God, seems iniquitous, cruel, 
intolerable; and it is this that has given offence 
to so many and great men of so many ages. And 
who would not be offended? I myself have been 
offended more than once, even unto the deepest 
abyss of desperation; nay, so far, as even to wish 
that I had never been born a man; that is, before 
I was brought to know how healthful that 


8 Luther, Bondage of the Will, 162. 
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desperation was, and how near it was unto 
grace.9 


Calvin (Calvinist). Now let that memorable 
passage of Paul (Rom. 9:10-13) come forth 
before us. This passage alone should abundantly 
suffice to put an end to all controversy among 
the sober-minded and obedient children of God. 
And although it is no wonder that that eyeless 
monster, Pighius, should mock with contempt 
the words of the apostle himself, yet I hope I 
shall bring all readers of a sound mind to abhor 
such barbarous audacity in profaning the 
Scripture as this monster evinces.?° 


The Context of Romans 9 - 11 


The main proposition of the book of Romans is 
that “Justification Always Results in Sanctification 
and Glorification.” The gospel is “the power of God 
to salvation [all of salvation, including justification, 
sanctification, and glorification] because therein is 
the righteousness of God [justification] revealed” 
(Rom. 1:16-17). The gospel is the power of God to all 
of salvation, because it’s the power of God to 
justification, which in turn, unfailingly always 
results in the rest of salvation: sanctification and 
glorification. 

The topic of Romans is salvation, as newly 
announced in the “gospel [good news] of God” 
(Rom. 1:1), which “he had promised before by his 
prophets in the holy scriptures” (Rom. 1:2), and thus 
which does not contradict the Old Testament. 
“Salvation [is] to every one that believes [but it’s] to 
the Jew first,” Rom. 1:16, 2:9, 2:10. So, after every 
section of Romans, Paul demonstrates the new good 


9 Ibid., 147. 
10 Calvin, Eternal Predestination, Kindle 418-421. 


Romans 9-11: Israel’s Predestination to Glory 


17 


news doesn’t contradict the established truth of the 
law. Per the outline below, Romans 9-11 is about 
how Israel’s national glorification is not supplanted 
by each believer’s individual glorification that Paul 
had just talked about in Romans 8. 


Rm. 1st/Last Sect. Vss. Gospel Confirms Law 1 


Sect. 
Intro 


1:18- 
3:20 


Con- 
demna- 
tion 


3:21- 
4:25 


Justifi- 
cation 


5:1-21 
Justif. 
Always 
Results 
in 
Sanc- 
tif. & 
Glorif. 


1st 


Last 


1st 


Last 


1st 


Last 


All Men 


The Jewish People 


1:1-1:17 


1:18-2:16 
The wrath of God ... 
against ALL ... MEN. 
1:18 
God will judge the 
secrets of MEN. 
2:16 

3:21-3:30 
The righteousness 
of God WITHOUT 
THE LAW is 
manifested. 3:21 
The CIRCUMCISION 
oe AND 
UNCIRCUMCISION 
through faith. 3:30 

5:1-10 

Justified [justif.], ... 
WE [have] ... grace 
[sanct.], and... hope 
[glorif.] 5:1-2 


Being 
[justification] 
will be 

[glorif.]. 5:10 


reconciled, 
WE 
saved 


2:17-3:20 
Called a JEW, and rest 
in the LAW. 2:17 


By the deeds of the 

LAW no flesh will be 

justified. 3:20 
3:31-4:25 

Do we then make void 

the LAW — through 

faith? 3:31 


It was not written for 
his [ABRAHAMS] sake 
alone. 4:23 


5:11-21 


For until the LAW. 5:13 


The LAW entered ... so 
grace can reign [sanct.] 
through righteousness 
[justif.] to eternal life 
[glorif.] 5:20-21 
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Sect. 


6:1- 
8:10 


Sanc- 


tifica- 
tion 


8:11- 
11:36 


Glori- 


fica- 
tion 


12-15 


Prac- 
tice 


Concl 
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Rm. 1st/Last Sect. Vss. Gospel Confirms Law 2 


1st 


Last 


1st 


Last 


1st 


Last 


All Men 
6 


The Jewish People 
7:1-8:10 


Shall WE continue in sin,|| speak to them 


that grace may abound? 


6:1 


Being made ... servants to 
God, YOU have your fruit 


to holiness. 6:22 


8:11-39 


He that raised up Messiah 
.. Will also quicken YOUR |... 


mortal bodies. 8:11 


[Nothing] able 


separate US from the love 
of God ... in Messiah. 8:39 


12:1-15:7 


| beseech you therefore, 
YOUR reasonable 


[re] ... 
service. 12:1 


Receive YOU one another, 
as Messiah also received 


US. 15:7 


that know the 
LAW. 7:1 
The carnal mind ... 
is not subject to 
the LAW of God. 
8:7-9 
9-11 

Continual sorrow 
for MY 
BRETHREN, ... who 
are ISRAELITES. 
9:1-4 
So, ALL ISRAEL will 
be saved! ... Amen! 
11:26-36 

15:8-15:33 
Jesus Messiah was 
a minister of the 
CIRCUMCISION. 
15:8 
The God of 
SHALOM be with 
you. all. Amen. 
15:33 


If the gospel contradicts the Old Testament, 
then the gospel can’t be true, because we know 
Moses and the prophets spoke for God. If the church 
replaces Israel, then God’s word, promises, and 
prophecies failed, and God doesn’t keep his word. 
You can’t promise something to one person, and 
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keep your word by giving it to another. If Israel’s 
national glorification is insecure, then every 
believer’s individual glorification is insecure. If God 
can replace Israel with the church, he can replace 
the church with another entity. 


Rom. 9:1-3. God Loves Israel 


Rom. 9:1-3. I say the truth in Messiah, I lie not, 
my conscience also bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Messiah for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 
who are Israelites. 


Calvinist Version, Rom. 9:1-3. I rejoice and give 
glory to God that my kinsmen according to the 
flesh are accursed from Messiah so God can 
eternally display his power and wrath on them. 





Calvinists say God doesn’t love all people, just all 
kinds of people. That makes Paul more loving than 
Calvinism’s god, since Paul loves those who are 
“accursed from Messiah,” Rom. 9: 3. 


Pink. One of the most popular beliefs of the day 
is that God loves everybody, and the very fact 
that it is so popular with all classes ought to be 
enough to arouse the suspicions. ... With the 
exception of John 3:16 [“God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son”], not once in 
the four Gospels do we read of the Lord Jesus, 
the perfect teacher, telling sinners that God 
loves them! ... Proverbs 8:17: “I love them that 
love me.”#! 


When the rich, young ruler asked Jesus what he 
should do to inherit eternal life, and assured Jesus 


11 Pink, Does God Love Everyone, Kindle 11-38. 
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he had kept all the law from his youth up ... 


Mark 10:21. Then Jesus beholding him loved 
him. 


And knowing what that particular man’s 
obstacle to faith was, Jesus told him to sell 
everything, and give the money to the poor, and 
follow him. But the rich ruler ... 


Mark 10:22. Went away grieved, for he had 
great possessions. 


This man doesn’t sound like one of the elect, and 
yet Jesus loved him, and there’s no rift between 
those whom Jesus loves and those whom the Father 
loves. 

It’s true God’s righteousness requires him to 
limit the expression of his love for sinners to the 
redemption he made available for them in Jesus 
Messiah. But what an amazing love that is! 


1 Jn. 2:2; 3:16; 4:9-16. He is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world. ... Hereby we perceive 
the love of God, because he laid down his life for 
us. ... In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. ... The Father sent the 
Son to be the Savior of the world. ... We love 
him, because he first loved us. ... God is love. 


Legal obstacles prevent the righteous God from 
freely expressing his love to us in every way before 
justification - which also means God isn’t free to 
regenerate us before we are justified by faith. But 
after the legal obstacles are removed through 
forgiveness of sins (justification), God is free to love 
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us in every way and without limit. 


Rom. 8:32. He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how will he not with 
him also freely give us all things? 


Rom. 5:5-10. The love of God is shed abroad 
[now that we’ve been justified] in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given to us. For when 
we were yet without strength, in due time, 
Messiah died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die, ... but God 
demonstrated his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Messiah died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we 
will be saved from wrath through him. For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 





Only after the legal problems are solved can we 
begin receiving the “much more[s]” (Rom. 5:9-10) 
of God’s love. God, who “is love” (4 Jn. 4:16), is doing 
everything he can righteously do to save everyone he 
created, but he is limited by his righteousness. He 
can’t be unjust, even to save sinners. 

Calvinists don’t think God is limited by 
anything; not by logic, righteousness, or love. They 
think anything God would do would be righteous 
because he’s God. If were to lie, they would now 
think lying is righteous, which is unscriptural. They 
think God has the ability to save everyone without 
being unrighteous, but doesn’t want to. In fact, they 
think God creates most people for the express 
purpose of predestinating them to sin so he can 
glorify himself by punishing them forever. They 
base this error on their misinterpretation of “Has 
not the potter power ... to make ... vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction?” (Rom. 9:21-22). But although 
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the Potter prepares some vessels for wrath, he 
doesn’t cause any vessels to sin, nor fails to enable 
any vessels to believe. 

According to the unbiblical mixture of Greek 
philosophy and Roman Catholicism that is Aquinas, 
et. al., since God is uncaused, unchangeable, already 
knows everything, and can’t learn anything, then 
the only way he can know everything is to cause 
everything: Satan’s sin, Adam’s fall, the thoughts 
and actions of every rapist, child molester, Mao, 
Stalin and Hitler. Warfield said, God “opens and 
hardens the heart; and creates the very thoughts 
and intents of the soul.”!2 

In contrast, the Bible teaches God knows all 
things, permits some things, and causes some 
things; but that’s not Calvinism. 


Calvin. If God merely foresaw human events, 
and did not also arrange and dispose of them at 
his pleasure, there might be room for agitating 
the question, how far his foreknowledge 
amounts to necessity; but since he foresees the 
things which are to happen simply because he 
has decreed that they are so to happen, it is vain 
to debate about prescience, while it is clear that 
all events take place by his sovereign 
appointment.73 


Since Calvinism teaches God causes most people 
to sin so he can punish them for it eternally, it also 
teaches God doesn’t love everyone. Pink says the 
gospel isn’t good news to sinners, but good news 
about Jesus. 


Pink. First, it is of great importance that we 
should be clear upon the nature of the gospel 
itself. The gospel is God’s good news concerning 


12 Warfield, Biblical Doctrines, 286-287. 
13 Calvin, Institutes, Kindle 17761-17764. 
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Christ and not concerning sinners: 
“concerning his Son Jesus Christ.” ... His own 
blessed Son “became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phi 2:8). ... In the gospel, 
God simply announces the terms upon which 
men may be saved (namely, repentance and 
faith) and, indiscriminately, all are commanded 
to fulfill them."4 


Contrast Pink’s matter-of-fact preaching of the 
gospel with Paul’s, including the verses we are 
currently looking at in 9:2-3, which means Paul is 
more loving than Calvinism’s god. 


2 Cor. 5:20-21. Now then we are ambassadors 
for Messiah, as though God did beseech you by 
us, we pray you in Messiah's stead, be reconciled 
to God. For he has made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. Rom. 10:1. 
Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be saved. Rom. 9:2- 
3. I have great heaviness and continual sorrow 
in my heart. For I could wish myself were 
accursed from Messiah for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh. 





Why is Paul so concerned about his brethren 
who are accursed from Messiah? Because of their 
need, their plight, and the emergency of their 
perishing. It’s not that Calvinists don’t evangelize. 
They evangelize because God commands it. Pink 
concludes his book, Does God Love Everyone with 
this concept: 


Pink. We are bidden to preach the gospel to 
every creature. It is not for us to reason about 


14 Pink, Does God Love Everyone, Kindle 163-173. 
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the consistency between this and the fact that 
“few are chosen.” It is for us to obey.15 


Yes, that’s evangelism, but at what level of 
sacrifice and urgency? Paul was willing to give the 
salvation of his soul, so he was certainly also willing 
to give his physical life, because of their need. “I 
could wish that myself were accursed from Messiah 
for my brethren,” Rom. 9:3. The church’s outreach 
to the world would be revolutionized if it could free 
itself of Calvinism and Reformed Theology. 

God is “not willing that any [not ‘any kind’] 
would perish,” 2 Pet. 3:9, and is doing all he can 
righteously do to save all men, and Paul was on 
board with God’s plan and heart. Paul was 
concerned about everyone accursed from Messiah, 
especially his kinsman, and especially because 
Messiah “pertains” [vs. 4] to them. 

Now, some Calvinists do believe God loves all 
people. 


Piper. For “all men” the death of Christ is the 
foundation of the free offer of the gospel. This is 
the meaning of John 3:16, “God so loved the 
world.” ... I used to say to the church I served, “I 
love all the women of this church, but I love my 
wife in a very special way.” I would not want 
Noél to think that she is loved just because I love 
all women and she happens to be a woman. So it 
is with God and all the people of the world. 
There is a universal love for all, but there is a 
particular love that he has for the bride.*® 


Sproul. God deals with people differently. To be 
sure, God loves all mankind. He made us all, and 
we all bear his image. That love, however, does 


15 Pink, Does God Love Everyone?, Kindle 186-187. 
16 Piper, Five Points, Kindle 452-453, 588-590. 
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not preclude God from loving people in different 
ways.'7 


But I think Pink is more consistent with 
Calvinist doctrine. What kind of love would it be to 
see someone you loved being stabbed in New York’s 
Central Park and not even call 911? 


New York Times. On March 13, 1964, a 28-year- 
old woman named Catherine “Kitty” Genovese 
was raped and killed in two separate late-night 
attacks near her home in Kew Gardens, Queens. 
Police found that at least 38 people had seen the 
attacks or heard Genovese scream, but no one 
intervened and just one woman called the 
police. ... In April 2010, a homeless man named 
Hugo Alfredo Tale-Yax died on a street in 
Queens after being stabbed while intervening in 
an argument. A number of people walked by 
him as he lay dying on the street. The New York 
Times reported, “One man bent down to the 
sidewalk to shake the man, lifting him to reveal 
a pool of blood before walking away. Two men 
appeared to have a conversation about the 
situation, one pausing to take a photo of the 
body before departing. But the rest merely 
turned their heads toward the body, revealing 
some curiosity as they hurried along.”?8 


What kind of love would be fully able to save a 
man from eternal suffering and yet fail to do so? But 
God’s love is constrained by his righteousness. 





Rom. 9:4-5. Israel’s Messiah 


Rom. 9:4-5. To whom pertains [1] the sonship, 
and [2] the [shekinah] glory, and [3] the 


17 Sproul. Almighty: The Sovereignty of God, Kindle 1424-1425. 
18 https: //learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/13/march-13- 
1964-new-york-woman-killed-while-witnesses-do-nothing 
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covenants, and the giving of [4] the law, and [5] 
the service of God [in the temple], and [6] the 
promises; whose are [7] the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh [Jesus is still 
Jewish] [8] Messiah came, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 


Calvinist Version. To the church pertains 
spiritual adoption; glorification; the secret 
covenants of works and grace; the law [wrong: 
“we are not under the law,” Rom. 6:15]; spiritual 
service, and God’s promises. We try to forget 
Messiah is Jewish. 


This list contains 8 things pertaining to Israel in 
4 groups of 2, but the eighth is different from the 
first seven. First group of two: [1] “The sonship” 
(9:4) created the nation when Israel followed the [2] 
shekinah “glory” (9:4) out of Egypt at the Exodus. 
Second group of two: The Abrahamic covenant was 
the basis of the four unconditional Jewish [3] 
“covenants” (9:4) - the Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, 
and New Covenants - and the [4] “law” (9:4) is the 
one conditional Jewish covenant. Third group of 
two: The [5] temple “service” (9:4) represents all the 
nation performs to try to keep the law; while God 
performs the unconditional [6] “promises” (9:4) to 
the nation. Fourth group of two: [7] The “fathers” 
(9:5) are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his twelve sons 
who fathered the twelve tribes. To be a descendent 
of Jacob, through the male line, as part of one of the 
twelve tribes, is the Biblical definition of being 
Jewish. 

All physical Israelites could participate in these 
first seven things without knowing God spiritually. 
An unbeliever, like Saul, could be king of Israel 
because he was a physical descendant of Judah. And 
an unbeliever, like Caiaphas, could be high priest 
because he was a physical descendant of Levi. But 
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when [8] “Messiah” (9:5) arrived, only regenerate 
Israelites (and Gentiles) could follow him. That’s the 
change Paul is addressing in Romans 9-11. He’s 
answering the question, “Why doesn’t Israel 
acknowledge and follow their Messiah?” 

Most people who left Egypt with Moses when 
Israel received “sonship” (9:4), and were led 
through the wilderness daily by “the [shekinah] 
glory” (9:4), and who received “the giving of the law” 
(9:4) at Sinai, were unsaved and unregenerate. 
That’s why there were so many rebellions and 
murmurings against God in the _ wilderness. 
Unregenerate men have a hard time living that close 
to God. So, it’s not new that most Jewish people, like 
most Gentile people, aren’t saved. The change is that 
when Israel’s Messiah came, God didn’t force them 
to follow him, as he forced them to follow Moses and 
the other prophets. 

Every generation of Israel rejected the message 
of the prophets, but God always forced them to 
outwardly accept the prophets, often posthumously, 
after persecuting or killing them. 


Matt. 23:29-31. You ... say if we had been in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets. Wherefore you are witnesses to 
yourselves, that you are the children of them 
which killed the prophets. 





But God didn’t coerce the nation into outwardly 
accepting the Messiah, either during his ministry or 
posthumously. In fact, he actively prevented them 
from doing so. 

Theologians who say Romans 9 is about 
individual election to eternal salvation and 
damnation aren’t explaining any change at all, since 
they think God always predestined the majority of 
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all men, Jews and Gentiles, to unbelief. But there 
was a very significant change for Israel when 
Messiah came that Paul needed to explain. Israel 
“stumbled at that stumblingstone” (9:32, 33), of 
their own Messiah, and that’s the topic of Romans 
Q-11. 


Rom. 9:6. Israel’s Call Hasn’t Failed 


Rom. 9:6a. Not as though the word of God 
[God’s call] has taken no effect [or ‘failed,’ NIV]. 


In Romans 8, Paul had said our individual 
election to glorification is certain. “Whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate, ... called, ... 
justified, ... glorified” (Rom. 8:29-30), because 
nothing “will separate us from the love of Messiah” 
(Rom. 8:35). Now in Romans 9-11, Paul says Israel’s 
national glorification is also certain, “all Israel will 
be saved” (Rom. 11:26); “the word of God has not 
failed” (9:6). 

Romans 9 is about calling by the word. 1) Isaac’s 
call to sonship, in verses 7-9, represents the Jewish 
minority’s call to sonship. “In Isaac will your seed be 
called,” Rom. 9:7. 2) Edom’s call to destruction, in 
verses 10-13, represents the Jewish majority’s call to 
destruction. “So that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand ... of him that calls, it was 
said, ... ‘the elder [meaning Edom] will serve the 
younger [meaning Israel],” Rom. 9:11-12. 3) The 
Gentiles call to God, in verses 24-29, was also 
caused, predestined by prophecy. “As he says, ... ‘I 
will call them my people, which were not my 
people,” Rom. 9:25. 

Verses 6-33 are structured as a series of 
questions, with each question being given a two- 
part answer, as shown in the following table. 
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Outline of Romans 9:6-33 - Called by the Word 


Rm 9 |People and Topic The Call 
6 Israel’s Call Hasn’t Failed 
7-9 Isaac’s Call In Isaac your seed will be called 
10-13 Purpose of God accord. to 
Edom’s Call _jelection... of him that calls, it was 
said 
14 Is God Unrighteous? 


15-16, Moses’ Choice |For he says to Moses ... 
17-18 Pharaoh’s Choice |For the scripture says to Pharaoh 


19-21 Can’t the Potter Choose? 
22 Vessels Fitted to 
Destruction 
23 | Vessels Prepared to Glory 


24 Are Even Some Gentiles Called? 
25-26 He says, ... | will call them my 
Gentiles Called |people ... Called the children of 
God 
27-29| Israel Called (Isaiah also cried concerning Israel 
30-31 What Did Israel Miss Out On? 
32-33 Why Didn’t Israel Attain Righteousness? 


In Romans 9:6-29, “election” is mentioned in 
verse 11; “purpose” in 11 and 17; “calling” in 7, 11, 24, 
25, and 26; “say” (as in call) in 12, 15, 17, 25, 26, 27, 
and 29; “word” in 6 and 9; and “glory” in 4 and 23. 
But just as “faith” isn’t mentioned in the Golden 
Chain of Romans 8:29-30, because faith isn’t a 
monergistic work of God caused by predestination; 
so also faith isn’t mentioned in Romans 9:6-29, 
because it’s not a monergistic work of God caused by 
predestination. Faith is mentioned in 9:30-33, 
though, as an explanation of what happened. 

Calvinist doctrine can’t exist unless God 
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predestines people to faith, and that’s precisely what 
the Bible never says is predestined. In Romans 
8:29-30, predestined individuals are predestined 
“to be conformed to the image of his Son, ... and ... 
glorified,” not to faith. And in Romans 9:6-29, a 
minority of Israel, along with the elect Gentiles, are 
predestined to “the riches of his glory on the vessels 
of mercy which he had before prepared to glory” 
(9:23), but not to faith; and the majority of Israel are 
predestined to destruction, not to unbelief. 

Predestination is always through the word of 
God. “Not as though the word of God has taken no 
effect,” Rom. 9:6. Predestination is prophecy, which 
is creation through the authority of God’s word. God 
created light by saying, “Let there be light, and there 
was light” (Gen. 1:3). God calls future things into 
existence through prophecy. “God ... calls those 
things which are not as though they were,” Rom. 
4:17. “Declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
... calling ... the man that executes my counsel from 
a far country; yes, I have spoken it, I will also bring 
it to pass,” Is. 49:10-11. 

God doesn’t need to send angels to cause things 
to happen. He can bring in conquerors from Assyria 
by having a prophet speak it. “Therefore have I 
hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by 
the words of my mouth,” Hos. 6:5. God 
accomplished the exodus from Babylon, without the 
plagues he used in Egypt, by speaking Cyrus’ 
predestination 150 years in advance, to in turn, by 
his kingly authority, speak Jerusalem’s rebuilding 
into existence. “[The LORD] says of Cyrus, ‘He is my 
shepherd, and will perform all my pleasure; even 
saying to Jerusalem, “You will be built;’ and to the 
temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’ ... He will let 
my captives go, not for price nor reward [unlike the 


Romans 9-11: Israel’s Predestination to Glory 31 


contest in Egypt],’” Is. 44:28, 45:13. God spoke each 
saved individual’s predestination to glorification 
when he wrote their names in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life before the foundation of the world. 

Therefore, I disagree with Godet’s conclusion as 
to Paul’s teaching about the relationship between 
divine determinism and human free will in Romans 


9. 


Godet_(Non-Calvinist). The apostle in this 
chapter, far from vindicating, as is ordinarily 
thought, the rights of divine election over 
against human freedom, vindicates, on the 
contrary, the rights of God's freedom in regard 
to His own election relating to Israel. His decree 
does not bind Him, as an external law imposed 
on His will would.19 





On the contrary, God’s decree does bind him. 
His faithfulness to what he has spoken requires his 
election of any person or nation to be as certain and 
un-cancellable as all his prophetic words. “I make 
known your faithfulness to all generations. Your 
faithfulness you will establish in the very heavens,” 
Ps. 89:1-2. “Your faithfulness is to all generations,” 
Ps. 119:90. 

God said, “In the Lord will all the seed of Israel 
be justified, and will glory [be glorified]” (Is. 45:25). 
So how could Messiah come and Israel not accept 
him? It looks “as though the word of God has taken 
no effect” (Rom. 9:6a). 


Rom. 9:6b. For they are not all [true] Israel 
[the nation], which are of Israel [Jacob, the 
person]. 


Or, an alternative translation, with the same 
meaning. ov yap mavtec 01 && Topan, For not all 





19 Godet, Romans, Kindle 10413-10415. 
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out of Israel [the person Jacob], odto1 Topana, 
these are [true] Israel [the nation].) 


Physically speaking, they ARE all “Israel,” the 
physical nation, that are “of Israel,” the person 
Jacob. That’s the definition of being Jewish: a 
physical descendent of Jacob. Not all Abraham’s 
sons were Jewish. Ishmael fathered the Arabs, and 
Midian fathered the Midianites, for example. And 
not all Isaac’s sons were Jewish. Esau fathered the 
Edomites. But when you get to Jacob, God changed 
his name to “Israel,” and all twelve of his sons and 
their physical descendants, the twelve tribes, are 
Jewish. But spiritually, the division between true 
Jew and Gentile continued even after Jacob, 
because not every Israelite is like “Nathanael, ... an 
Israelite indeed” (Jn. 1:47). The majority of Jews 
have always been spiritual Gentiles, and God will 
compare them to Edom, Pharaoh, and Sodom in this 
chapter. 


Rom. 9:7-9. Isaac’s Call 


Isaac. Rom. 9:7-9. Neither, because they are the 
[physical] seed of Abraham, are they all 
[covenant] children; but, “In Isaac your seed 
will be called [kAnO@noetai].” That is [application 
of the allegory], They which are the children of 
the flesh [natural born], these are not the 
children of God; but the children of the promise 
[miraculously born] are counted for the seed. 
For this is the word of promise, “At this time I 
will come, and Sarah will have a son.” 


Calvinist Version, Rom. 9:7-9. In Isaac your 
seed will be called to believe. They which are the 
children of the flesh, these can’t believe. 





Regarding the historical example, ‘they are not 
all the seed of Abraham that are the seed of 
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Abraham,’ because Abraham had eight sons we 
know of: Ishmael by Hagar, Isaac by Sarah, and 
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and 
Shuah by Keturah. All of them were “the [physical] 
seed of Abraham” (9:7), but only Isaac and his 
descendants were “counted for the seed” (9:8), God 
referred to when he gave Abraham and his “seed” 
the covenant and promises. 


Gen. 17:6-8. I will establish my covenant 
between me and you and your seed after you in 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 
be a God to you, and to your seed after you. And 
I will give to you, and to your seed after you, the 
land wherein you are a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will 
be their God. 


Several verses in Genesis demonstrate God 
chose Isaac to inherit the Abrahamic covenant, but 
Paul chose Genesis 21:12, because it mentions the 
word ‘called,’ “In Isaac will your seed be called.” 
Isaac was miraculously born when Abraham was 
100 years old and Sarah was 90-91, after having 
been barren all her marriage. God ‘called’ Isaac into 
existence by the power of his prophetic word of 
promise. The second verse Paul quoted is the actual 
“word of promise” (9:9) that called Isaac into 
existence. “At the appointed time, I will return to 
you, ... and Sarah will have a son,” Gen. 18:14. 

In the historical situation, God didn’t exclude 
Ishmael or his descendants from faith or salvation, 
but only from national election. It would not be 
surprising to see Ishmael in the Messianic Kingdom. 
He is not mentioned by name when he is allegorized 
as a natural man in servitude to the law in the New 
Testament, “he who was of the bondwoman” (Gal. 
4:3), etc. And the context of Gen. 21:12, quoted 
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above, says some good things about Ishmael. 


Gen. 21:12-13. In Isaac will your seed be called. 
And also of the son of the bondwoman I will 
make a nation, because he is your seed. Gen. 
17:20-21. As for Ishmael, ... I have blessed him, 
and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly, ... and I will make him a great 
nation. But my covenant I will establish with 
Isaac, which Sarah will bear to you at this set 
time in the next year. 


Regarding the allegorical application, “they are 
not all [true] Israel [the nation] which are of Israel 
[Jacob, the person]” (9:6), because even within 
Jacob’s descendants, only-natural-born, “children 
of the flesh” (9:8), are not the super-naturally born 
“children of God” (9:8). Isaac represents those who 
are called to certain and sure justification, new 
birth, and glorification by having had their names 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Isaac’s brothers 
represent the rest of Israel. In the parallel passage 
in Galatians 3-4, Paul says: 


Gal. 4:23-28. He {Ishmael] who was of the 
bondwoman [Hagar] was born after the flesh; 
but he of the freewoman [Sarah] was by 
promise. Which things are an allegory. ... For it 
is written, “Rejoice, you barren that bears not, ... 
for the desolate has [miraculously] many more 
children than she which has a husband.” Now 
we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise. 


Not all Abraham’s physical descendants could 
participate in the first seven things listed above: [1] 
the sonship, [2] the shekinah glory, [3] the 
covenants, [4] the law, [5] the temple service [6] the 
promises, and [7] the fathers, since Ishmael et. al. 
couldn’t. But even though all Jacob’s physical 


Romans 9-11: Israel’s Predestination to Glory 35 


descendants could participate in those seven things, 
only those also called to be children of God by 
spiritual birth participate in [8] Messiah. 

The calling in Romans 9:1-29 is to spiritual 
sonship, not to faith. “In Isaac will your seed be 
called ... the children of God” (9:7-8), not “In Isaac 
will your seed be called ... to believe.” Faith is not 
mentioned in Romans 9:1-29 because the passage is 
about election, and election is not to faith. But the 
parallel passage in Galatians says we become sons of 
God by faith, “you are all the children of God by faith 
in Messiah” (Gal. 3:26). The Galatians passage also 
mentions the link between justification by faith and 
predestined justification; God’s foreknowledge of all 
who will be in Messiah. 


Gal. 3:26-29. You are all the children of God by 
faith [regeneration by faith, not faith by 
regeneration] in Messiah Jesus. Because as 
many of you as have been baptized [“by one 
spirit are we all baptized into one body,” 1 Cor. 
12:13] into Messiah [union] have put on 
Messiah [union]. ... You are all one in Messiah 
Jesus [union]. And if you are Messiah’s, then 
you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise [union to predestination to 
glorification]. 


The word of God hasn’t failed, but rather has 
been established, since all the true seed, the children 
of God, are called, and follow Messiah. 





Rom. 9:10-13. Edom’s Call 


Edom. Rom. 9:10-13. And not only this, but 
when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even 
by our father Isaac; for the children being not 
yet born, neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of God according to election 
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[éxAoynv, eklogyn] might stand, not of works, 
but of him that calls [kaAotvtoc, kalountos]; it 
was said to her, “The elder will serve the 
younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, 
but Esau I have hated.” 


Regarding the historical example, ‘they are not 
all counted as the seed of Isaac that are the seed of 
Isaac, because Israel and Edom have different 
destinies. Paul quotes two verses from the Old 
Testament. The first, “the elder will serve the 
younger” (9:12), called the nation of Edom into 
subordination to the nation of Israel. 


Gen. 25:23. Two nations are in your womb, and 
two manner of people will be separated from 
your bowels; and the one people will be stronger 
than the other people; and the elder will serve 
the younger. 


Israel is predestined to rule over all other 
nations in the coming Messianic Kingdom. 


Deut. 28:13. The Lord will make you the head, 
and not the tail; and you will be above only, and 
you will not be beneath. Is. 60:12. The nation 
and kingdom that will not serve you will perish. 


And Edom also is predestined to be subordinate. 
“The elder will serve the younger,” Gen. 25:23. 

The second scripture Paul quoted, “Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated” (9:13), was spoken by 
Malachi about 1500 years after Esau and Jacob’s 
birth. It shows God predestined the nation of Edom 
to perpetual national destruction during the 
Messianic Kingdom. 


Mal. 1:2-4. “Was not Esau Jacob's brother?” 
says the Lord; yet I loved Jacob, and I hated 
Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage 
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waste, ... and they will call them, ... the people 
against whom the Lord has indignation for ever. 


The exclusion of Edom from the Messianic 
Kingdom is a major theme of the Old Testament. 
The whole book of Obadiah is about it, for example. 
“There will not be any remaining of the house of 
Esau, ... and the kingdom will be the Lord's,” Obad. 
1:18-21. While most nations are enjoying the 
Messianic Kingdom, the land of Edom will be like 
Sodom and Gomorrah, a perpetual object lesson of 
judgment. 


Is. 34:5-10. My sword ... will come down on 
Idumea [the Greek name for Edom], and on the 
people of my curse. ... The streams thereof will 
be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 
brimstone, and the land thereof will become 
burning pitch. It will not be quenched night nor 
day; the smoke thereof will go up for ever; from 
generation to generation it will lie waste; none 
will pass through it for ever and ever. 


When God chose Edom to destruction, it didn’t 
mean every Edomite will die a violent death, but 
that everyone, including any descendants of Esau, in 
Edom (southern Jordan today), when Messiah 
returns to set up the kingdom, will die. See 
“Appendix 1. Messiah’s Return and Edom’s 
Destruction” for more information about the future 
fulfillment of these prophecies. 

God can deal differently with nations and 
groups in the physical realm, than he does with 
individuals in the spiritual realm. God never allows 
a person to have spiritual salvation because of the 
faith of their parents or of someone else, and he 
never condemns a person spiritually because of the 
unbelief of someone else. But God sometimes 
allowed disobedient Israelites to share in the 
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physical blessings of the nation, and sometimes 
allowed obedient Israelites to share in the physical 
punishments of the nation, like when Jeremiah was 
forcibly taken to Egypt by the disobedient survivors 
of the Babylonian conquest and died there (Jer. 40- 
44). 

Edom was predestined to physical destruction, 
not to unbelief or eternal damnation. Herod and his 
sons, who were rulers over Israel while Jesus’ was 
there, were Edomites, who had been raised as 
Jewish proselytes. You might have some Edomite 
genes in you. But God would never give a nation of 
people spiritual salvation or spiritual damnation as 
a group. If any Calvinist thinks Esau and his 
descendants were predestined to __ spiritual 
destruction, he should get a DNA test to make sure 
he has no Edomite blood. 

Regarding the application of the allegory, “they 
are not all [true] Israel [the nation] that are of Israel 
[the person Jacob]” (Rom. 9:6), because the 
minority and the majority in the Israel of Paul’s day 
had different destinies. The majority was called to 
destruction, like Edom. Before Messiah came, the 
nation of Israel had the role of prophet to the world 
and stewardship of the scriptures. But after Messiah 
came, Israel’s role was national blindness, so the 
gospel would go out to the Gentiles. 

Not all election is to spiritual justification and 
glorification, like Isaac and the saved Israelites he 
represented, and like us in Romans 8. Some election 
is to service, like Cyrus, discussed earlier, who was 
elected to release Israel from Persia; and like Paul, 
who was elected to be an apostle. “Paul, an apostle, 
... by ... God, ... who separated me from my mother's 
womb and called me by his grace,” Gal. 1:1, 15. And 
some of those God knows will never be in Messiah, 
he elects to accomplish undesirable tasks, like Edom 
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to future physical destruction and the majority of 
the Israel to stumbling over Messiah. 

God’s choosing of saved and unsaved to special 
tasks is not based on merit. God choose Jacob’s 
descendants to be physically exalted and Esau’s 
descendants to be physically brought low before 
they had done anything. “The children being not yet 
born, neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works, but of him that calls, it was said ...,” 
Rom. 9:11. Likewise, when God chose Paul to be an 
apostle, he chose him according to grace, not merit. 


1 Cor. 15:9-10. I am the least of the apostles, that 
am not fit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace 
of God I am what I am; and his grace which was 
bestowed on me was not in vain; but I labored 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me. 


The reason God predestines anything is to 
ensure its fulfillment. “That the purpose of God 
according to election might stand,” Rom. 9:11. Since 
God called Paul to be an apostle, it was impossible 
that Paul would fail to accomplish his mission. 
“Apostle” is the transliteration of the Greek word 
meaning “representative,” so for Paul to fail would 
be for God to fail. 

Predestination to spiritual salvation is always 
based on foreknowledge of those in the eternal 
Messiah. “Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father,” 1 Pet. 1:2. “Rufus, chosen in the 
Lord,” Rom. 16:13. Predestination of saved or 
unsaved people to special tasks of service also relies 
on a combination of foreknowledge and 
predetermination to ensure God’s_ will is 
accomplished. Although Paul didn’t deserve to be 
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chosen as an apostle, God’s choice of him to be the 
apostle to the Gentiles probably took into account 
his foreknowledge of Paul’s fitness for the task. 

God may have chosen Paul to be the apostle to 
the Gentiles, from among everyone else he foreknew 
in Messiah, because he knew Paul would be raised 
as a religiously-trained Jew, and as a Roman citizen, 
in a Gentile country, and because of his personal 
characteristics. Or he may have _ providentially 
caused Paul to be born as a Jewish Roman citizen in 
Tarsus to prepare him for the task. 

Paul started this subsection with, “Not as 
though the word of God has taken no effect” (9:6). 
Then he showed in verses 7-9 that the word hasn’t 
failed, because true Israelites are the ones 
supernaturally called to be the children of God, like 
Isaac. And he ended in verses 10-13 by saying the 
majority of the Israel of Paul’s day was called to the 
70 AD. destruction, like Edom; and to alienation 
from Messiah “that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand” (9:11). Rather than Israel’s 
rejection of Messiah indicating any failure of “the 
word of God” (9:6), it established the word of God, 
because that’s precisely what was predestined 
through prophesy, and called into existence by “him 
that calls” (9:11). 


Rom. 9:14. Is God Unrighteous? 


Rom. 9:14. What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 


Did God’s_ predestination of Edom _ to 
destruction in the Messianic Kingdom, and of Israel 
to the 70 AD destruction and national rejection of 
Messiah cause them to sin? Or, even worse, does 
God predestinate people to sin and unbelief so he 
can punish them forever, as Calvinism interprets 
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this passage? “God forbid” (9:14). Either of those 
cases would be unrighteous. Even unregenerate 
men understand it’s wrong to punish someone for 
things beyond their control. There’s no 
responsibility, without ability. 

Paul will defend God’s predestining some saved 
people to special tasks through the example of 
Moses; and then he will defend God’s predestining 
some unsaved people to special tasks through the 
example of Pharaoh. And in both cases, God’s 
predestination was limited to only part of what 
happened. There was still plenty of leeway for 
people to make choices within boundaries of their 
predestination. 


Rom. 9:15-16. Moses’ Choice 


Moses. Rom. 9:15-16. For he said to Moses, “I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion.” So then, it is not of him that wills, 
nor of him that runs, but of God that shows 
mercy. 





Notice there’s no mention of Moses being 
elected or called to anything in verses 15 and 16. 
Some things God accomplishes by calling, like by 
calling Moses’ to lead Israel out of Egypt; and some 
things he accomplishes through the foreknown 
decisions of men, like Moses asking and receiving 
the privilege of previewing our glorification. Paul’s 
quote in vs. 15 is from Exodus 33. 


Exodus 33:18-19. [Moses] said, “I beseech you, 
show me your glory.” And [the LORD] said, “I 
will make all my goodness pass before you, and 
I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you; 
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
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and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy. 


The context is that while Moses was on the 
mountain receiving the first copy of the ten 
commandments, Israel made and worshipped an 
idol. The people had seen the ten plagues in Egypt, 
had been led day and night by the pillar of fire, had 
crossed on dry land between two walls of water, had 
seen the mightiest army in the world destroyed 
without having to fight, were receiving daily manna 
from heaven, had experienced the burning, quaking, 
thundering, and the voice of God at Mt. Sinai, and 
they couldn’t wait 40 days for Moses to come back 
down the mountain. 

While Moses was still on the mountain, God told 
him what the people were doing, and said, “Let me 
alone, that ... I may consume them, and I will make 
of you a great nation.” God could have destroyed the 
majority of Israel without breaking his covenant 
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because he 
could have made a nation of Moses, since Moses was 
a descendant of Jacob. (He couldn’t have given 
Jacob’s promises to a Gentile and still be faithful.) 
Of course, it would delay things. And there was no 
guarantee Moses’ descendants would be any better. 
After all, Cain, the first man ever born, was a 
murderer. But Moses effectually interceded for the 
people. 

Moses went down to the camp, angrily broke the 
two tablets when he saw the naked people dancing 
around the idol, ground up the idol and made the 
people drink it mixed with water, and commanded 
the men to slay each other. The tribe of Levi obeyed 
and slew three thousand men. 


Ex. 32:31-35. Moses returned to the Lord, and 
said, ... “If you will, forgive their sin - and if not, 
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blot me, I pray you, out of your book which you 
have written.” And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Whoever has sinned against me, him will I blot 
out of my book.” ... And the Lord plagued the 
people because they made the calf. 


Moses sounds very much like Paul in Romans 9. 
“T could wish that myself were accursed from 
Messiah for my brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh,” Rom. 9:3. Moses and Paul are more 
loving than Calvinism’s god. 

God had been leading Israel daily and intimately 
in the shekinah glory cloud. But now God 
threatened to go on ahead to Canaan and wait for 
them there rather than travel with them. But Moses 
reminded God that he had promised to be gracious 
to Moses himself. So God first promised to go with 
Moses, and then also with the people. 


Ex. 33:12-17. Moses said to the Lord, ... “You 
have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have 
also found grace in my sight.’ Now therefore, I 
pray you, if I have found grace in your sight, 
show me now your way, that I may know you, 
that I may find grace in your sight. And consider 
that this nation is your people.” And he said, 
“My presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest. And he said to him, “If your presence 
go not with me, carry us not up there. For 
whereby will it be known here that I and your 
people have found grace in your sight? Is it not 
in that you go with us? So will we be separated, 
I and your people, from all the people that are 
on the face of the earth.” And the Lord said to 
Moses, “I will do this thing also that you have 
spoken; for you have found grace in my sight, 
and I know you by name.” 


Num. 12:3. Moses was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the earth. 
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But Moses didn’t act meekly when he interceded 
for Israel. He was like Abraham persisting in 
intercession for Lot in Sodom, and like Jacob’s 
persistence in praying for blessing when he wrestled 
with the Angel of the LORD. 


Gen. 18:23-32. Abraham drew near, and said, ... 
“Peradventure there are fifty righteous within 
the city. That be far from you ... to slay the 
righteous with the wicked. ... Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? ... Behold now, I have 
taken on me to speak to the Lord, which am but 
dust and ashes. Peradventure there will lack five 
of the fifty? ... Forty? ... Oh, let not the Lord be 
angry! ... Thirty? ... Twenty? ... Ten?” ... And he 
said, “I will not destroy it for ten's sake.” 


Gen. 32:24-30. Jacob was left alone; and there 
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of 
the day. ... And [the man] said, “Let me go, for 
the day breaks.” And [Jacob] said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” ... And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel; for I have 
seen God face to face [and wrestled with him], 
and my life is preserved. 





If I were in Moses’ place after I received my 
request for God to continue to travel with Israel, I 
would have said, “Thank you,” and ceased asking. 
But Moses went on to the height of Jewish chutzpah, 
and the height of faith, and God said yes again. 


Ex. 33:18-19. And [Moses] said, “I beseech you, 
show me your glory. And [the Lord] said, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before you, and I will 
proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
will show mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 


God had made no promise to Abraham that he 
would show Moses his glory, yet God granted Moses’ 
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immense request. God wasn’t obligated to do it; it 
was an act of the highest, undeserved grace. He did 
it because it’s in harmony with his nature, and it 
pleased him, and he thought it a good thing. But He 
also did it because Moses asked. 

The willing of men is essential, but that doesn’t 
mean men deserve what God grants them. The grace 
of God is essential also. It wouldn’t have happened 
if Moses hadn’t asked, and it wouldn’t have 
happened if God hadn’t been gracious. As the gift 
provider, God receives all the glory for the gifts he 
provides. “So then it is not of him that wills, nor of 
him that runs, but of God that shows mercy,” Rom. 
9:16. 

When God predestines, as he did when he called 
Moses to service in leading his people, there is still a 
lot of room for men to act freely as to how they fulfill 
that service. God didn’t choose Isaac to inherit the 
covenant because Isaac deserved grace. But 
foreknowledge is always involved in predestination 
so God can accomplish his purposes within the 
boundaries of the free choices of men. 

And it doesn’t mean Isaac merited being chosen 
because God based his choice partly on things he 
foreknew about Isaac that made him want to choose 
him over Ishmael. God had some constraints on his 
choice, because he had to choose a son of Abraham, 
to fulfill his promise. And God wouldn’t have chosen 
Isaac if he hadn’t foreknown him in the book of life. 
Isaac was not only called to miraculous physical and 
spiritual birth, but he was also called to service as 
one of the patriarchs, and this position was only 
open to saved men. 

Likewise, Moses’ position of service was only 
open to saved men, and then Moses had immense 
freedom in working out that service. The main thing 
that was predestined was his success in 
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accomplishing his task. His preview of our 
glorification was not predestined. 

God makes salvation available to all who accept 
it, and then by the persistent influence of his Holy 
Spirit, he causes our sanctification, that we will all 
have at least thirtyfold fruit, but it is due to our own 
choices and chutzpah in trusting and obeying God 
that some have sixtyfold, and some a hundredfold. 

Also, events like Moses’ calling at the burning 
bush (Ex. 3:11; 4:10, 13-18) show it doesn’t make 
sense for God to cause all things, even sin, as 
Calvinism teaches. 


Ex. 4:10-16. Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, 
... ’m slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. And 
the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's 
mouth? ... I will be with your mouth, and teach 
you what you will say. And he said, “O my Lord, 
send, I pray you, by the hand of him whom you 
will send [i.e. somebody else].” And the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he 
said, “Isn’t Aaron the Levite your brother? I 
know that he can speak well. And also, behold, 
he comes forth to meet you, and when he sees 
you, he will be glad in his heart. ... And he will 
be your spokesman to the people. 


Why would God cause Moses to resist his call, so 
He would get angry with Moses, so He would add 
Aaron to the equation, and then cause Aaron to 
come and be happy to see Moses, rather than just 
starting with Moses and Aaron? It would be a very 
lonely universe for God, as it were, if God controlled 
everything, and played all the parts in a puppet 
show, and had no genuine relationships. 


Ex. 33:20-23. And he said, “You cannot see my 
face; for there will no man see me, and live. And 
the Lord said, ... “While my glory passes by, ... I 
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will put you in a cleft of the rock, and will cover 
you with my hand while I pass by. And I will take 
away my hand, and you will see my back parts, 
but my face will not be seen.” 


It’s interesting Moses pleaded, “show me your 
glory” (Ex. 33:18), when he saw God’s shekinah 
glory every day, and talked with God’s glory on the 
mountain, and at the door of the tabernacle. And it’s 
interesting God said no one could see his face, when 
as we read above, Jacob said “I have seen God face 
to face,” and, “the Lord talked with Moses ... face to 
face, as aman speaks to his friend,” Ex. 33:9-11. 

But talking to the shekinah glory is not the same 
thing as talking directly to the Angel of the LORD. 
The Angel of the LORD has the appearance of an 
angel, and of a man, because angels look like men 
(most angels don’t have wings), and the Angel of the 
LORD sat atop the shekinah glory. 


Ez. 1:26-28. Above the firmament that was over 
[the cherubs] heads was the likeness of a throne, 
... and upon the likeness of the throne was the 
likeness as the appearance of a man above on it, 
... from the appearance of his loins even upward, 
and from the appearance of his loins even 
downward, I saw as it were the appearance of 
fire. ... This was the appearance of the likeness 
of the glory of the Lord. 


The Angel of the LORD had the ability to leave 
the shekinah glory, as he did when he bargained 
with Abraham, and wrestled with Jacob, and 
became flesh, and received gifts from the wise men 
of the east. “The star which they saw in the east, ... 
came and stood over where the young child was,” 
Matt. 2:9. Stars can’t stand over individual houses, 
but the shekinah glory, containing the four 
cherubim and their wheels (Ezek. 1), but without the 
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Angel of the LORD did, when the Angel of the 
LORD, the Word, became flesh. 

When Abraham and Jacob talked with the Angel 
of the LORD, he had his glory hidden. So, Moses was 
the first person to see the Angel of the Lord with his 
glory, but he only got to see his back. Moses didn’t 
get to see his glorified face until ... 


Matt. 17:1-3. Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
his brother, and brought them up into a high 
mountain apart, and was transfigured before 
them. And his face shone as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the light. And, behold, 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah 
talking with him. 


Moses didn’t see the back of the Father’s glory 
because, “No man has seen God at any time. The 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he has declared him” (Jn. 1:18). 


Ex. 34:1-4. And the Lord said to Moses, “Hew 
two tables of stone like the first, and I will write 
on these tables the words that were in the first 
tables, which you broke. ... And come up in the 
morning to mount Sinai, and present yourself 
there to me in the top of the mount. ... And 
Moses ... went up to mount Sinai, as the Lord 
had commanded him. 


God had probably been talking with Moses at 
the door of the tabernacle when he said he would let 
Moses’ see his glory, but then told Moses to go up 
the mountain to see this preview of Jesus’ 
transfiguration on the mountain. 


Ex. 34:5-10. And the Lord descended in the 
cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord 
passed by before him, and proclaimed, “The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
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longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children's children, to the third and to the fourth 
generation.” And Moses made haste, and bowed 
his head toward the earth, and worshipped. And 
he said, “If now I have found grace in your sight, 
O Lord, let my Lord, I pray you, go among us; 
for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our 
iniquity and our sin, and take us for your 
inheritance.” And he said, “Behold, I make a 
covenant. Before all your people I will do 
marvels, such as have not been done in all the 
earth, nor in any nation. And all the people 
among which you are will see the work of the 
Lord; for it is a terrible thing that I will do with 
you. 


Previewing Jesus’ glorification was outside the 
range of what God had predestined for Moses, but 
within the range of what was permitted and 
graciously granted based on Moses’ free choices. 
Moses didn’t only preview Messiah’s glorification, 
but he even previewed our glorification. 


Ex. 34:29-30. When Moses came down from 
mount Sinai with the two tables, ... Moses didn’t 
know that the skin of his face shone. ... And 
when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw 
Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone. 





Moses represents the saved Israelites, like Paul, 
who will one day share in Messiah’s glory. God has 
not only mercifully restored Adam’s lost 
righteousness through redemption in Messiah, but 
because of the way he accomplished our 
redemption, by putting us into Messiah, he has also 
super-graciously destined us to partake of his own 
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glory. “O Father, glorify you me with your own self 
with the glory which I had with you before the world 
was. ... The glory which you gave me, I have given 
them,” Jn. 17:5, 22. 

Since God called Paul to be an apostle, it was 
impossible Paul would fail to accomplish his 
mission as an apostle. But Paul had a wide range of 
freedom in how he fulfilled his office. Whatever God 
causes men to do, they get no eternal punishment or 
reward for, contrary to what Calvinism teaches. It’s 
only what men do with what God has given them 
that determines eternal reward and punishment. 

So, Paul did secular work to support himself 
financially, because he knew he would not get 
rewarded for preaching the gospel, since as an 
apostle, he had no choice about that. “Though I 
preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of, for 
necessity is laid on me. ... If I do this thing willingly, 
I have a reward; but if against my will [I'll still do it], 
a dispensing of the gospel is committed to me 
[anyway, but I’ll be caused to do it]. What is my 
reward then? Truly that, when I preach the gospel, I 
may make the gospel of Messiah without charge,”1 
Cor. 9:16-18. Even though Paul had a right to receive 
regular financial support (1 Tim. 5:18) he didn’t use 
this right to avoid hindering the gospel, and for that 
he will receive reward. But not for preaching the 
gospel which God’s calling caused him to preach. 


Rom. 9:17-18. Pharaoh’s Choice 


So, we saw how the will of God and of man 
interacted in regards to Moses receiving an 
outlandish act of grace. But the objection, “Is there 
unrighteousness with God” (Rom. 9:14), was not 
raised about Isaac and the minority of Israel 
receiving good from God, but about Edom and the 
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majority of Israel being called to physical suffering 
and alienation from Messianic blessings. So, to 
defend God’s righteousness in this regard, Paul 
turns to what happened a few months before Moses 
saw Jesus’ glory, the account of Pharaoh and the 
Exodus from Egypt. 


Pharaoh. Rom. 9:17-18. For the scripture said to 
Pharaoh, “Even for this same purpose I raised 
you up, so that I can show my power in you, and 
so that my name may be declared throughout all 
the earth.” Therefore he has mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and he hardens whom he will. 


Notice there ‘s no mention of election or calling 
of Pharaoh to be hardened or to believe, or to be 
drowned in the Red Sea. Pharaoh was only 
predestined to be “raised ... up” (vs. 17) to be 
Pharaoh, so that, one way or another, God could 
“show my power in you, and so that my name can be 
declared throughout all the earth” (vs. 17). 

There were several ways God’s purpose could 
have been accomplished with Pharaoh, depending 
on Pharaoh’s choices. Of course, God foreknew how 
it would all play out, but God gave Pharaoh genuine 
choices, and didn’t directly or indirectly cause any 
of Pharaoh’s decisions, until he started to harden 
Pharaoh’s heart after the seventh plague, so 
Pharaoh would hang in there through all ten 
plagues. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). Earlier in this book, 
we theorized about different ways the Exodus 
could have taken place. We called them Exodus 
Plan A, Plan B and Plan C. The Exodus that 
actually came to pass—that was what we 
eventually called Plan C. It involved the violent 
destruction of a recalcitrant Egypt and the 
complete defeat of a bullheaded Pharaoh. But 
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Exodus Plan C didn’t have to happen. It was a 
last resort, as it were, which came about because 
Pharaoh consistently refused to act in good 
faith. Pharaoh certainly could have chosen 
differently.2° 


Not only was Pharaoh’s heart not hardened by 
God until after the seventh plague, but also his heart 
was never hardened against believing God for 
spiritual salvation, but against letting Israel go. “I 
will harden his heart, so that he will not let the 
people go,” Ex. 4:21, also Ex. 7:13-14; 9:7, 35; 10:20, 
27; 11:10, as shown in the chart later in this section. 

And the consequences Pharaoh faced were 
physical, not spiritual. God hardened other hearts 
also, but not to cause them to suffer spiritual 
damnation, but rather to suffer physical death. 
“Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by 
him, for the Lord your God hardened his spirit, and 
made his heart obstinate, so that he would deliver 
him into your hand, ... so that you would inherit his 
land,” Deut. 2:30-31. “There was not a city that 
made peace with the children of Israel, ... for it was 
of the Lord to harden their hearts, so that they 
would come against Israel in battle, so that he would 
destroy them utterly [physically, not spiritually],” 
Josh. 11:19-20. 

Calvinists interpret the verses about Pharaoh 
unbiblically, as if they said, “I will harden his heart, 
so he can’t believe.” Also, if Calvinism’s view of total 
depravity were true, God wouldn’t have to harden 
Pharaoh’s heart to keep him from believing. But 
actually, God hardened his heart from giving in 
before God could complete all ten plagues. 

God wanted to complete all ten plagues for 
several reasons. 1) For God’s glory: “I will be 
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honored on Pharaoh, and on all his host,”14:2. 2) 
For Israel’s sake: “I have hardened his heart, and the 
heart of his servants, so that ... you can tell in the 
ears of your son, and of your son's son, what things 
I worked in Egypt, ... so that you may know that Iam 
the Lord,” Ex. 10:1-2. 3) For Egypt’s sake: “Pharaoh 
will not listen to you, so that I may lay my hand on 
Egypt, ... and the Egyptians will know that I am the 
Lord,” Ex. 7:4-5. 4) And for the whole world’s sake: 
“T will at this time send all my plagues on your heart, 
... and indeed for this very cause have I raised you 
up, ... that my name may be declared throughout all 
the earth,” Ex. 9:14-16. 

Thus, many years after the Exodus, the 
Philistines were able to say ... 


1Sam. 4:8, 6:6. Woe to us! ... These are the gods 
that struck the Egyptians with all the plagues. ... 
Why then do you harden your hearts, as the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? 





In the contest between Moses and Pharaoh, two 
different Hebrew words are translated as “harden” 
in the KJV. ‘Chazak [Pm],’ meaning ‘strengthen,’ 
referring to giving courage and resolve; and ‘kabed 
[7AD],’ meaning ‘harden,’ referring to moral 
stubbornness. I’m indebted to Rabbi David 
Fohrman for his insights into the Exodus 
narrative.2! 

Whenever a sign or plague could be interpreted 
as the work of magic or of a polytheistic god, 
Pharaoh strengthened his heart for the battle, since 
Pharaoh was also considered a god. But whenever 
the sign or plague was indisputably the work of the 
God, the creator, above all (so-called) gods, Pharaoh 
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morally hardened his heart against the evidence.22 

The moral hardening happened: 1) After Aaron’s 
snake ate the magicians’ snakes; 2) After God 
precisely controlled the timing of the ending of the 
frogs plague, which would be _ difficult for 
polytheistic gods to do, since other gods might 
hinder them; 3) After God precisely controlled the 
geographic extent of the flies by excluding them 
from Goshen, which again would be difficult for 
polytheistic gods to do, and, 4) After the hail- 
encased fire, since there could hardly be an alliance 
between the fire and ice gods. 

As most commentators point out, Pharaoh 
hardened his own heart before God hardened his 
heart. The KJV makes it seem like God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart right away after the miracle of the 
snakes. “Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, ... 
and it became a serpent, ... and he hardened 
Pharaoh's heart,” Ex. 7:10-13. But the ASV says only, 
“and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened,” Ex. 7:13. 

God knew in advance he would eventually 
strengthen Pharaoh’s heart. 


Ex. 4:21. When you go to return into Egypt, see 
that you do all those wonders before Pharaoh, ... 
but I will harden [P11, strengthen] his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go. 


But the first time God actually strengthened 
Pharaoh’s heart was after the sixth plague of boils. 


Ex. 9:12. The Lord hardened  [ptn, 
strengthened] the heart of Pharaoh. 


Some commentators say God didn’t actively 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, but just left him to his own 


22 Fohrman, The Exodus, Kindle 1398-1406, 1424-1432, 1489- 
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devices, like he did mankind in Romans 1. 


Rom. 1:24-28. God gave them up. ... God gave 
them up. ... God gave them over. 


But the Exodus account says God actively 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. 

After Moses requested Pharaoh to release Israel, 
and provided proof he spoke for God, Pharaoh 
should have: 


1) Feared the Lord. Ex. 9:30. I know that you 
will not yet fear the Lord God. 


2) Stopped sinning. Ex. 9:34. When Pharaoh 
saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders 
were ceased, he sinned yet more. 





3) Humbled himself. Ex. 10:3. How long will you 
refuse to humble yourself before me? 


4) Honored the Lord. Ex. 14:4. I will be honored 
upon Pharaoh. 


And, 5) Believed God sent Moses. Ex. 14:31. 
Israel saw that great work which the Lord did on 
the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses. 











But Pharaoh’s responses were always half- 
hearted, as shown in the table below. If Pharaoh 
were ever genuinely sorry, he wouldn’t have kept 
trying to bargain with God. He was only sorry he had 
to go through punishment, so God strengthened his 
heart to continue to do what he really wanted to do, 
despite the pain. 
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Pharaoh’s Responses to the Ten Plagues 
Pharaoh’s Half- 
Plague Hearted 
Acknowledgments 
| will harden [ptn, strengthen] his heart, that he will not let 
the people go. 4:21. ... | will harden [Mwp] Pharaoh's heart, 
and ... Pharaoh will not listen to you [to let them go]. 7:3-4. 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened 


Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart 
About Letting Israel Go 


a ne [atn, strengthd.], [ASVI. 
Pharaoh's heart is HARDENED 
stubborn 
{ [713], he refuses to let the 
hardening 


people go. 7:13-14 
NEITHER DID| Pharaoh's heart was hardened 
1) Blood [Pharaoh] SET HIS|[ptn, strengthened], neither 
7:20 HEART TO THIS also.|did he listen [to let them go]. 
7:23 7:22 
Take away the frogs. When Pharaoh saw that there 


2) oe Moses said, ...;was respite, he HARDENED 
. When? ... He said,|[T19] his heart, and listened 
chronologi- 


..._|TOMOR-ROW.  8:8-|not [to let them go]. 8:15 
cal precision 


10 
3) Lice 8:17 Pharaoh's heart was hardened 
First magici- [ptn, strengthd.], and he 
ans couldn’t listened not [to let them go]. 
replicate 8:19 
: Sacrifice to your|Pharaoh HARDENED [72a] his 
4) Hes eet God in...  thejheart at this time also, neither 
First geo- : 
graphical wilderness; only you|would he let the people go. 
precision shall NOT GO VERY 8:32 
FAR. 8:25-28 
The heart of Pharaoh was 
5) Cattle 9:6 HARDENED [129], and he did 
not let the people go. 9:7 
6) Boils 9:10 The Lord hardened [ptn, 
First time strengthened] the heart of 
God Pharaoh, and he listened not 


strengthd. to them [to let them go]. 9:12 
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Pharaoh’s Responses to the Ten Plagues (Cont.) 
Pharaoh’s Half-Hearted | Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart 
Acknowledgments of God Re. Letting Israel Go 
7) Fire- | At this time I’ll send all my/He sinned yet more, and 
Hail (plagues on your heart, 9:14.;HARDENED [129] his heart, 
9:23 | have sinned THIS TIME. ....he and his servants. And 
First |ITIS ENOUGH, that there be|[his] heart was hardened 
time |no more ... hail. 9:27-28. .... [pIn, strengthened], neither 
sin {But who are they that shall/would he let ... Israel go. 
mentio |go?... YOU THAT ARE MEN.|9:34-35. | have HARDENED 
ned & And THEY WERE DRIVEN|[T39] his heart, and ... of his 
God |OUT from [his] presence.|servants, sol can show ... my 
hardnd 10:8-11 signs. 10:1 
| have sinned against ... The Lord hardened [ptn, 
8) your God, and ... you. ... strengthened] Pharaoh's 
iscaces Forgive, ... my sin ONLY heart, so that he would not 
10:13 THIS ONCE, ... so that hejlet the children of Israel go. 
may take away ... THIS)/10:20 
DEATH ONLY. 10:16-17 
Go you, serve the Lord;|The Lord hardened [ptn, 
ONLY LET ... YOUR HERDS|strengthd.] Phar. heart, & he 
BE LEFT BEHIND: let your|wouldn’t let them go. 10:27. 
little ones also go with you. The Lord hardend [ptn] Phar. 
10:24 heart, so he wouldn’t let ... 
Israel go. 11:10 


Plague 


9) 
Darkne 
ss 10:22 


10) (Go, serve the Lord, as you 
Firstbor have said. Also take your 
n 10:29 flocks and your herds, ... 

Israel |AND BE GONE; and bless 
also at |me also. 12:31-32 


risk 
Encamp by the sea. For Pharaoh will say ... they are entangled in 
the land. ... | will harden [ptn, strengthen] Pharaoh's heart, so he 


will follow; ... and | will be honored on Pharaoh, and on all his host; 
so the Egyptians will know that | am the Lord. 14:2-4. And the Lord 
hardened [ptn, strengthd.] the heart of Pharaoh, ... and he 
pursued. 14:8. | will harden [ptn, strengthen] ... the Egyptians, and 
they will follow them; and ... get me honor on Pharaoh and ... his 
host. 14:17 
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As the plagues progressed, it became obvious 
that letting Israel go was the only sensible thing to 
do. 


Gen. 10:7. Pharaoh's servants said to him, “Let 
the men go, so that they can serve the Lord their 
God. Don’t you yet know that Egypt is 
destroyed?” 


If God had allowed him, Pharaoh would have 
done what his servants advised, and what the 
unbelieving Israelites did; he would have given in to 
avoid the pain, even though he didn’t genuinely 
acknowledge God’s authority. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). As the sheer force of 
the plagues increased, it was always possible 
that a given plague would simply prove to be too 
much for the Egyptian king. The plague’s force 
might compel Pharaoh to throw in the towel not 
out of conviction but out of mere expediency. 
That is, Pharaoh might still hold fast to his 
convictions, to his right ... to oppress and 
enslave Israel. ... Nevertheless, he might give in 
simply because he ... lacked the mental 
toughness and resolve to continue the struggle. 
... God, however, did not wish the Egyptian king 
to capitulate out of mere expediency. If it was 
courage that Pharaoh was lacking—well, God 
would supply him with the courage.?3 


God strengthened Pharaoh’s heart so he 
wouldn’t give in insincerely, so God could 
accomplish his purposes in manifesting his power. 
Pharaoh reached a point of no return when he 
changed his mind about acknowledging God after 
the seventh plague, and so God began to strengthen 
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his heart - not against believing - but about letting 
Israel go, and Pharaoh eventually ended up 
drowned in the Red Sea. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). What happens if 


Pharaoh’s stubbornness becomes so great that it 
reaches a point of no return? ... The great 
turning point in the plagues was the seventh 
plague, hail. ... How else are we to understand 
these words, which Moses is instructed to 
deliver to Pharaoh: ... “This time, I will send all 
My plagues into your heart” [Ex. 9:].24 


It’s here, at the climactic turning point, that the 
verse Paul quotes appears. 


Ex. 9:14-16. I will at this time send all my 
plagues on your heart, ... and in very deed for 
this cause I have raised you up, to show my 
power in you, and so that my name can be 
declared throughout all the earth. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). It’s as if God is 
addressing an unspoken question troubling the 
careful reader. Why has God bothered to prop 
Pharaoh up, to allow him to continue to oppose 
Him? ... The Almighty Himself seems to pause, 
and in a brief moment of stillness before the 
storm, addresses this very question to Pharaoh: 
Let’s get real, Pharaoh. Haven’t you been 
wondering about this? Why do you think you’re 
still alive? ... There is a reason, ... larger than 
[you], ... the revelation of the Creator to 
humankind. ... Despite your evil oppression of 
the Israelites, you can still play a constructive 
role here. But if you choose not to play it, there 
are other ways My ends can be achieved.25 





Points of no return in the Bible that resulted in 


24 Fohrman, The Exodus, Kindle 1190, 1540-1544. 
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physical judgment include: 





Jn. 


1) Pharaoh’s refusal to let Israel go (Ex. 9:34-35; 
10:1; 14:28). 


2) Israel’s refusal to enter Canaan (14:40-45; 
Jude 1:5). 


3) King Manasseh’s sins before the Babylon 
Captivity (2 Kgs. 23:25-27). 


4) Jesus’ generation of Israel’s refusal to accept 
the Messiah (Matt. 12:39-42; Luke 19:44; 21:24; 
Jn. 12:39-40; Rom. 9:32-33). 


5) Stubborn people who are sometimes judged 
with physical death (Prov. 29:1). 


(13 


I don’t include a Christian’s “sin unto death” (1 
5:16) because it can be forgiven. 


James 5:14. Is any sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, ... and the Lord will raise him up, and 
if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven 
him. 


And points of no return in the Bible that resulted 


in spiritual judgment, like no further chance to be 
saved include: 


1) Satan’s fall with his demons (2 Pet. 2:4). 


2) Some Pharisees who attributed Messiah’s 
miracles to Satan (Matt. 12:31-32). 


3) People who take the mark of the beast during 
tribulation period (Rev. 13:11-16; 14:9-10; 2 
Thess. 2:11-12). 


4) Everyone who dies physically (Heb. 9:27; 
Rev. 22:11). 


And there’s one point of no return that results in 


irrevocable eternal life: 
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1) The point of justification by faith for all who 
believe (Jn. 5:24). 


Pharaoh had plenty of evidence and 
opportunities to acknowledge God and release 
Israel before God strengthened his heart to 
persevere in his rebellion. And Israel had plenty of 
evidence and opportunity to acknowledge Jesus as 
Messiah before the point of no return was reached 
in Matthew 11 and 12, and the hardening began in 
Matthew 13. 

Yeshua accomplished the judicial hardening of 
those who rejected his ministry the same way Moses 
accomplished the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart; by 
the words he chose to use. After the rejection, Jesus 
spoke in parables so the people wouldn't 
understand him. 


Matt. 12:13-14. Therefore I speak to them in 
parables, because ... in them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah, which says, “Hearing you 
will hear, and will not understand; and seeing 
you will see, and will not perceive.” 


Jesus also intentionally said things in ways that 
would scandalize the people. 


Jn. 6:53, 56. Jesus said to them ..., “Unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you have no life in you. ... From that time 
many of his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him. 


And Moses hardened Pharaoh by the words he 
chose, which God knew would enflame Pharaoh’s 
pride. After the amazing hail-encased fire, Pharaoh 
admitted his sin for the first time, though half- 
heartedly. 


Ex. 9:27-28. I have sinned this time. ... I will let 
you go. 
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But after ... 


Ex. 9:34. Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail 
and the thunders were ceased. 


He went against his conscience, and didn’t let 
Israel go. So, Moses replied ... 


Ex. 10:3. How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before me? 


“Humble” there, is the same word in Hebrew, 
“ST1Y [anah],” that refers to being enslaved. 


Ex. 1:11. They set over them taskmasters to 
afflict [73] them. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). Why would you want 
to antagonize the Egyptian leader? You think 


Pharaoh is going to give in to you when you talk 
like that? Of course he won’t! But maybe that’s 
the whole point.?¢ 


After some additional pressure from within his 
administration, Pharaoh would have let Israel go if 
he could have worked out a little face-saving 
compromise. 


Ex. 10:8. Go! ... But who are they that shall go? 
Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). At this point, ... two 


hundred and ten years of slavery can come to an 
end. ... All you have to do is say is something like 
this: I don’t know, Pharaoh, exactly who is 
going. Maybe we can leave behind some cattle or 
something. Would that work for you? ... And 
Moses said: With our young and our old we will 
go. With our sons and with our daughters, with 
our flocks and our cattle. ... (Exodus 10:9). 
Moses’s reply seems tone-deaf. We’re taking 
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everybody, Pharaoh—even Sally’s pet sheep, 
and Bobby’s lizard.”27 


Today, the Jewish people as a whole can’t accept 
Yeshua as Messiah, because they would also have to 
stop believing they need to keep the law to be saved, 
and they would have to reject the previous 
generations of rabbinic teachings that rejected 
Yeshua. 

If, at any point, Pharaoh had genuinely 
acknowledged God’s authority, God would have 
stopped the plagues. If Moses’ Pharaoh had 
willingly provided an escort out of Egypt for Israel, 
as Joseph’s Pharaoh did, it would have 
accomplished the same goal for God’s name to be 
made known to the world. 


Gen. 50:4-11. Joseph spoke, ... “Let me go up ... 
and bury my father, and I will come again.” And 
Pharaoh said, “Go up.” ... And ... with him went 
up all the servants of Pharaoh, ... and all the 
elders of the land of Egypt, and all the house of 
Joseph, and his brethren. ... Only their little 
ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left 
in the land of Goshen. And there went up with 
him both chariots and horsemen, and it was a 
very great company. And they came to the 
threshingfloor of Atad, ... and they mourned 
with a great and very sore lamentation ... seven 
days. And when the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw ... they said, “This is a grievous 
mourning to the Egyptians.” 


All of the Egyptian army escorting Israel to 
Canaan would have made God’s name known to all 
the world of that time. But since Pharaoh and his 
armies did not accompany Israel out of Egypt 
willingly, God brought them out as an unwilling 
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escort. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). If Pharaoh and Egypt 
will not be willing participants in the revelation 
of the Creator, then they will be unwilling 
participants in that drama. God would prefer 
that this revelation come about through Egypt’s 
free-willed recognition, ... but if not, it will come 
about through their destruction. One way or the 
other, the slaves will be freed and the world will 
learn that there is a Creator. And one way or the 
other, Pharaoh and Egypt will be the vehicles.?8 


Ex. 13:18, 14:1-31. The Lord [said], ... “Encamp 
by the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the children 
of Israel, ‘They are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness has shut them in.’ And I will harden 
Pharaoh's heart, so that he will follow after 
them. And I will be honored on Pharaoh, and on 
all his host; so that the Egyptians may know that 
I am the Lord. And ... the Egyptians pursued 
after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea. ... And the 
children of Israel went into the midst of the sea 
on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to 
them on their right hand, and on their left. ... 
And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after 
them to the midst of the sea. ... And Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the 
sea returned to his strength. ... There remained 
not so much as one of them. ... Thus the Lord 
saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, ... and the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses. 





Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). If Pharaoh had truly 
accepted the idea of a Creator and its attendant 
implications, he would, in all probability, not 
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only have granted Moses’s request for a 
procession into the desert to honor [God]—he 
would have wanted Egypt to be part of the 
procession, too. ... Just as his predecessor, 
Joseph’s Pharaoh, had done, he would have sent 
a military honor guard. He would have sent his 
chariots, horsemen and archers. ... If Pharaoh 
wasn’t forthcoming in providing an honor 
guard, then one would be taken from him. One 
way or the other, Egypt’s finest would escort 
Israel.29 


Pharaoh should have willingly humbled himself 
and taken a subordinate position to Moses, like 
Esau and Edom should have willingly humbled 
themselves and taken a subordinate position to 
Jacob and Israel, and like the unglorified Gentiles in 
the Messianic Kingdom will willingly humble 
themselves and take a subordinate position to the 
Jewish people in the land (Is. 61:5). But since he 
didn’t, he was brought to destruction to accomplish 
the same thing. 


Fohrman (Non-Calvinist). Just as Joseph’s 
Pharaoh might have done so long ago, this 
Pharaoh could have reassured his people. Yes, 
this is unfamiliar. This whole Creator idea is 
new to all of us. But Israel, these former slaves, 
they are going to show us the way.3° 


When Esau, the firstborn, eventually learned 
from his parents about the prophecy “the elder will 
serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23), he should have 
humbled himself, and willingly accepted the 
position of a younger brother to Jacob. Instead, 
“Jacob bowed down to Esau (Gen 33:3), called him 
lord (Gen 33:8), claimed to be his servant (Gen 
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33:5), and urged him to accept gifts (Gen 33:11).”3! 
Nevertheless, Jacob, not Esau, got to stay in Canaan. 
“Esau took ... all the persons of his house, ... and all 
his substance, which he had got in the land of 
Canaan; and went into the country from the face of 
his brother Jacob. ... Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir. 
Esau is Edom,” Gen. 36:6-8. 

Likewise, Edom should have willingly humbled 
themselves and taken a subordinate position to 
Israel. Instead, Edom didn’t let Israel pass through 
their land when Israel left Egypt, and they helped 
kill Israeli survivors of the Babylonian invasion. 
“Neither should you have stood in the crossway, to 
cut off those of [Israel] that did escape; neither 
should you have delivered up those of [Israel] that 
remained in the day of distress,” Obad. 1:14. 

If Edom had willingly accepted its God- 
appointed role, it might have been second in the 
Messianic Kingdom, co-ruling with Israel, as 
Israel’s closest Gentile relatives. But since they 
didn’t, they were predestined to accomplish the 
same subordination by their physical destruction, as 
an object lesson of judgment visible for the whole 
thousand years of the Messianic Kingdom. 

Likewise, Israel should have willingly humbled 
themselves to Messiah and welcomed the Gentiles 
into their fellowship as co-heirs, but since they were 
unwilling, they were predestined to the 70 A. D. 
destruction to accomplish the same thing. Pharaoh, 
a Gentile, hardened to continue to reject Moses, 
symbolized the majority of Israel in Paul’s day, 
hardened to continue to reject Jesus. 

If Israel had accepted Messiah when he came to 
them, and had become missionaries to the Gentiles, 
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everything else would have gone pretty much as it 
did. Rome would have come and crucified the 
Messiah, who would have risen from the dead and 
ascended to heaven. Jewish missionaries like Paul 
would have gone out to the Gentiles. The Roman 
antichrist would have been revealed and would have 
led Rome and the world’s armies against Jerusalem 
and Petra in 70 AD. 

Jesus would have returned from heaven and set 
up the Messianic Kingdom in 70 AD., and you and I 
would have been born during the increased 
fruitfulness of the kingdom. 


Is. 65:18-25. Rejoice forever. ... I create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. ... 
There will be no more an infant of days there, 
nor an old man that has not filled his days; for 
the child will die a hundred years old. ... The 
wolf and the lamb will feed together. 


So, that generation of Israel had a genuine 
choice whether or not to accept the Messiah, and 
God would have accomplished his purposes no 
matter what they chose. But of course, God 
foreknew what their choice would be. If they had 
been willing to receive it, God would have sent 
Elijah instead of John the Baptist as Jesus’ 
forerunner. 


Matt. 11:13-14. All the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John, and if you will receive it, 
this is Elijah, which was to come. 





A future generation of Israel will accept Jesus as 
Messiah, and 144,000 Jewish missionaries will go 
out into the world instead of 12. 


Rev. 7:4ff. There were sealed an hundred and 
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel. 
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Rom. 9:19-21. Can’t the Potter Choose? 


Rom. 9:19-21. You will say then to me, “Why 
does he yet find fault? For who has resisted his 
will?” Rom. 9:20. No, but, O man, who are you 
that replies against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, “Why have you made 
me like this?” Doesn’t the potter have power 
over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel to honor, and another to dishonor? 


Potters certainly have a right to make whatever 
they like out of clay. But if we found a way to make 
clay come alive and be able to feel pain, God 
wouldn’t approve of anyone making such vessels to 
use as clay pigeons for shooting, etc. Likewise, even 
God must be righteous. He can’t righteously create 
vessels just to ... 


Mt. 10:28. Destroy both body and soul in hell. 


But he can righteously mold some clay into 
vessels of physical destruction, since he has also 
provided for rewards and punishments in eternity to 
make all things right. 

Sticking to the illustration Paul gives, the Potter 
can create vessels out of clay, say a teapot and a 
plate, but he doesn’t cause them to make choices. 
Once they are brought to life, like the teapot and 
plates in Beauty and the Beast, they make their own 
choices. The teapot might decide to try to hold the 
steak and potatoes, and the plate might decide to try 
to hold the tea, but they wouldn’t be very good at it. 
God, foreknowing their choices, probably wouldn’t 
have formed the teapot into a teapot, if he knew it 
would decide to try to be a plate. God, knowing the 
destiny each man will choose for himself, molds 
each person into something useful for God’s plans, 
but doesn’t thereby cause his choices. 
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In the previous examples of Moses and Pharaoh 
(and Edom earlier), we saw God didn’t predestine 
every detail. He’s not the unrighteous judge 
Calvinism makes him out to be, to reward and 
punish men for what he himself causes. However, 
God did choose Moses to lead his people, and so 
Moses had much more opportunity to ask and 
receive a preview of Yeshua’s glory. 

And after Pharaoh refused to let Israel go, when 
he would have insincerely given in to escape pain, 
God did harden his heart to help him persevere in 
his rebellion, which resulted in the death of his 
firstborn son and his drowning in the sea. Maybe 
Pharaoh would have had a better life in this world if 
God hadn’t raised him up to be Pharaoh and put him 
in the situation he did. On the other hand, he 
wouldn’t have had all those years as an all-powerful 
monarch either. Or maybe if he hadn’t been 
Pharaoh, he still would’ve drowned in the Red Sea, 
but as a poor fisherman. 

Maybe if Esau hadn’t been born as Jacob’s older 
brother, he would have been born into a worse 
situation. Reuben and Eliab were also firstborn 
brothers who were passed over in favor of Joseph 
and David, so it’s not unusual for God to choose the 
younger brother. 

Why is one man born rich, another poor; one 
healthy, another sickly; every person in different 
times, families, countries, and circumstances? The 
answer to these questions are beyond our 
understanding. 


1 Pet. 4:19. Let them that suffer according to the 
will of God commit the keeping of their souls to 
him in well doing, as to a faithful Creator. 
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Rom. 9:20. Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, “Why have you made me like 
this?” 


But this is talking about God’s actions of 
providence. He doesn’t predestinate to faith or 
unbelief. Paul was “a chosen [éxAoyn, eklogee] 
vessel;” not chosen to believe, but chosen to serve. 


Acts 9:15. He is a chosen vessel to me to bear my 
name before the Gentiles. 


Rom. 9:22. Vessels Fitted to Destruction 


Rom. 9:22. What if God, willing to shew his 
wrath, and to make his power known, endured 
with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 


fitted [katapti@w]| to destruction. 
“Fitted” (katapticw, katartidzo) is used of ... 


1) Mending or restoring things that already 
exist, like nets (Mt. 4:21; Mk. 1:19, Gal. 6:1). 


2) Perfecting or completing things that already 
exist, like perfecting praise (Mt. 21:16, Lu. 6:40, 
1 Cor. 1:10, 2 Cor. 13:11, 1 Thess. 3:10, Heb. 
13:21, 1 Pet. 5:10). 


3) Forming something for something that’s 
already been decided, like God preparing a body 
for Messiah to redeem us (Heb. 10:5, 11:3). 


The “fitting” doesn’t cause the decision, but 
arranges things in light of what already is or is 
already decided. 

God intimately knows, from eternity past, 
everyone who ever enters into union with Messiah, 
and whose names were therefore written in the 
Lamb’s book of life from the foundation of the 
world. Therefore, he also knows who _ isn’t 
foreknown in Messiah, and whose therefore weren’t 
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written in the Lamb’s book of life, and who will 
eventually perish. The Potter doesn’t form them in a 
way that causes them to perish, but knowing they 
will eventually perish, providentially forms them 
and the circumstances surrounding their births and 
lives, to use in his plans, in roles appropriate for 
them. 


Godet (Non-Calvinist). [God, in his role as 
Potter, like human potters] does not create the 
clay; he takes it as he finds it, and adapts it as 
best he can to the different uses he proposes to 
himself. ... The use God makes of man at a given 
moment (a Pharaoh, for example, as a vessel of 
dishonor), far from excluding his moral liberty, 
supposes and involves it. For the honor or 
dishonor to which God turns him in the 
execution of His work is not independent, as 
appears from this example [Pharaoh], of the 
attitude taken by man.32 





God doesn’t predestine whether or not men 
believe, as is evident from the lack of any mention of 
faith in the sections on predestination, like in 
Romans 8:28-30 and Romans 9:6-29. But he makes 
use of both believers and unbelievers, men he 
prepares to glory and men he fits to destruction, like 
he made use of both Moses and Pharaoh, in his 
plans and purposes. 


Dan. 2:21. He changes the times and the 
seasons, he removes kings, and sets up kings, he 
gives wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding. 


And he makes use of the majority of Israel who 
are not Israel in his plans also. God used the 
scandalization of the majority of Israel to bring the 


32 Godet, Romans, Kindle 9963-9964, 9980-9982. 
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gospel to the Gentiles. 


Acts 11:19-26. Now they which were scattered 
abroad upon the persecution that arose about 
Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, 
and Antioch, preaching the word to none but to 
the Jews only. And some of them, ... when they 
came to Antioch, spoke to the Grecians, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the 
Lord was with them: and a great number 
believed. ... And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch. 


Rom. 9:23. Vessels Prepared to Glory 


Rom. 9:23. And so that he might make known 
the riches [Aod toc] of his glory [as in Eph. 1:18, 
3:16) on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
before prepared [mpontoipacdev] to glory? 





Those who are predestined to glory, are also 
“prepared to glory” (vs. 23), throughout their lives, 
so they can have “a better resurrection” (Heb. 


11:35). 


Jas. 1:3-4. The trying of your faith produces 
endurance. But let endurance have her perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and entire. 


The Father will give all believers “the riches of 
[Jesus’] glory,” but everyone will receive different 
amounts of those riches. We are to live in this world 
so as to maximize our treasures in heaven. 


Mt. 6:20. Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven. 


Our glorification is certain, but we still need to 
be prepared to glory to increase its weight. 
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2 Cor. 4:17. Our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, produces for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. 


Rom. 9:24. Are Even Some Gentiles Called? 


Rom. 9:25-26. Even us, whom he has called 
[éxaAeoev], not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles? 


Neither Paul, Barnabas, James, Peter, Silas, nor 
the rest of the early church (Acts 15:1-32; 21:17-29; 
Gal. 2:11-15), were Reformed in their theology. They 
knew the church hadn’t replaced Israel. They knew 
God’s plans still included Israel. The question they 
struggled with, up until the middle of the book of 
Acts and beyond, was, can anyone who isn’t Jewish 
be saved without becoming a Jewish proselyte? Did 
God really call any Gentiles, as Gentiles? 


Rom. 9:25-26. Gentiles Called 


Rom. 9:25-26. As he says also in Hosea, “I will 
call [kaAéow] them my people, which were not 
my people; and her, loved, which was not loved. 
And it will come to pass, that in the place where 
it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ 
there will they be called [kAn@noovtai] the 
children of the living God.” 


Paul combines Hosea 2:23 and 1:10. Both 
passages say God will someday permanently restore 
Israel after a period of judgment, but he will also 
begin to have dealings with Gentiles. The coming of 
Gentiles was predestined and accomplished by 
God’s call in Hosea. Calling as in ... 


Rom. 9:7. In Isaac will your seed be called. 
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Hos. 2:14-23. [Restoration of Israel] I will allure 
her, and bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably to her. ... And she will sing 
there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the 
day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. 
[Israel, not the church, will be restored] ... And 
I will betroth you to me for ever [restored in a 
permanent way that hasn’t happened yet], ... in 
righteousness, and in judgment, and in 
lovingkindness, and in mercies, ... and you will 
know the Lord [Jer. 31:31-37]. ... And I will 
[permanently] sow her to me in the land [of 
Israel]; [Gentiles:] and I will have mercy on her 
that had not [ever] obtained mercy, and I will 
say to them which were not [ever] my people, 
‘You are my people;’ and they shall say, “You are 
my God.’ 











Paul uses the word “loved” and “unloved” where 
Hosea uses “pity” (or “have mercy on”) and 
“unpitied” (or “had not obtained mercy,”) because 
the yearning in the Hebrew word can encompass 
both meanings. Paul also switches the order to 
mention “people” before “loved” because he wants 


to emphasize God’s “calling” of the Gentiles. 


Rom. 9:25. I will call them my people. 





Or as Hosea said, “I will say to them ....” (Hos. 


B90). 


Hos. 1:6-10. She ... bare a daughter. And God 
said to him, “Call her name Loruhamah [No 
Mercy or Not Loved]: for I will no longer have 
mercy on the house of Israel; but I will utterly 
take them away [via Assyria]. But I will have 
mercy on the house of Judah, and will save 
them.” .... Now when she had _ weaned 
Loruhamah, she ... bare a son. Then said God, 
“Call his name Loammi [Not My People]; for 
you are not my people, and I will not be your 
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God. [Restoration of Israel:] Yet the number of 
the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered. 
[Gentiles:] And it shall come to pass, that in the 
place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my 
people,’ there it shall be said to them, ‘You are 
the sons of the living God.” 


How appropriate Hosea was commanded to 
name Gomer’s children to indicate they were 
children of harlotry instead of his children, but now 
God calls those who believe on Messiah “sons of 
God” (Jn. 1:12; Rom. 8:14, 19; 1 Jn. 3:2; etc.). Hosea 
said hundreds of years before Messiah about the 
Gentiles, who were not considered God’s children. 








Hos. 1:10. There it will be said to them, “You are 
the sons of the living God.” 


God is the God all men. He gave the world 2000 
years of focus on Israel, from Abraham to Yeshua; 
and then 2000 years of focus on the Gentiles, 
because by sheer numbers the church became 
predominantly Gentile after Acts 14:27; and now for 
the next 1000 years Messiah will rule from Israel, 
but ... 


Mt. 8:11. Many [Gentiles] will come from the 
east and west, and will sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven 
[on earth]. 


Gentiles were ... 


Rom. 11:24, 17. With [Israel] partakes of the 


root and fatness of the olive tree, [because they] 
were grafted contrary to nature into ... [Israel’s] 
own olive tree. 


“With them partakes of,” not “supplants them 
from,” their own tree. 
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For spiritual salvation, ... 


Gal. 3:26-28. “In Messiah ... there is neither Jew 
nor Greek. 


But in everything else there is still Jew and 
Gentile, which is why Paul keeps talking about Jews 
and Gentiles in these chapters, and his other 
writings; just like there is still “male [and] female” 
(Gal. 3:28) in the physical realm, or else 
homosexuality wouldn’t be wrong. 


Rom. 9:27-29. Israel Called 


Rom. 9:27-29. Isaiah also cries [xpacei] 
concerning Israel, “Though the number of the 
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, [only] 
a remnant will be saved. For he will finish the 
work, and cut it short in righteousness; because 
a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.” 
And as Isaiah said before, “Unless the Lord of 
Sabbath had left us a seed, we would have been 
as Sodom, and been made like to Gomorrah.” 


Paul combines similar wording in Hosea 1:10 
and Isaiah 10:22. We already looked at Hosea 1:10 
above. “Call his name Loammi [Not My People]; for 
you are not my people, and I will not be your God. 
Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor 
numbered,” Hos. 1:9-10. 


Is. 10:20-24. It shall come to pass in that day, 
that the remnant of Israel, and such as are 
escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more 
again stay [trust] on him that smote them [like 
Assyria and Babylon via alliances]; but shall stay 
upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 
The remnant shall return, even the remnant of 
Jacob, to the mighty God. For though your 
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people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet [only] 
a remnant of them shall return. The 
consumption decreed [?7M, charatz] shall 
overflow with righteousness. For the Lord God 
of hosts shall make a consumption [m>p, kalah] 


even determined [717, charatz], in the midst of 
all the land. Therefore thus says the Lord God of 
hosts, O my people that dwell in Zion, be not 
afraid of the Assyrian. 


Although this passage mentions “the Assyrian,” 
at the end, we know the verses before that are 
actually about the end times, because they talk 
about a determined [77n, charatz] consumption 
[n>>, kalah]. This is the same determined 
consumption in Isaiah 28, that will come about 
because of an unrighteous treaty Israel will one day 
(soon) make with the antichrist. 


Is. 28:14-22. Wherefore hear the word of the 
Lord, you scornful men, that rule this people 
which is in Jerusalem. Because you have said, 
“We have made a covenant with death, and with 
hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come to 
us; for we have made lies our refuge, and under 
falsehood have we hid ourselves.” Therefore 
thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believes 
shall not make haste. ... The hail shall sweep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place, and your covenant 
with death shall be disannulled, and your 
agreement with hell shall not stand. When the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye 
shall be trodden down by it.” ... For the Lord 
shall rise up ... that he may do his work, his 
strange work; and bring to pass his act, his 
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strange act. ... For I have heard from the Lord 
God of hosts a consumption [n>o, kalah], even 


determined Bale charatz] upon the whole 
earth. 


And it’s the same determined consumption 
described in Daniel 9. 


Dan. 9:26-27. The prince that shall come [the 
antichrist] ... will confirm the covenant with the 
many [in Israel] for one seven [7 years], and in 
the midst of the seven [7 years] he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations [the 
abomination of desolation, Mt. 24:15] he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation 
[T>o, kalah], and that determined [y4n, 


charatz] shall be poured upon the desolate. 





In the end, when the Messianic Kingdom is set 
up, ... 


Rom. 11:26. All Israel [living at that time] will be 
saved [and enter the kingdom]. 


But it will be an Israel that will be greatly 
reduced in number. 


Rom. 9:29. Unless the Lord of Sabbath had left 
us a seed, we would have been [completely 
destroyed] as Sodom, and been made like to 
Gomorrah. 


Since the Bible prophecies only a remnant of 
Israel will remain to enter the Messianic Kingdom, 
it’s understandable that the majority of Israel and 
their leaders in Jesus’ day could also miss the 
Messiah at his first coming and not be able to 
participate in the spiritual blessings he brought. So, 
both the coming of born-again Gentiles, and the 
anathema of the majority of natural Israel, had been 
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foretold. 


Rom. 9:30-31. What Did Israel Miss Out On? 


Rom. 9:30-31. What shall we say then? That the 
Gentiles, which followed not after 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith. But 
Israel, which followed after the law of 
righteousness, has not attained to the law of 
righteousness. 





The thing that Israel missed out on, after the 
first coming of Messiah, was justification by faith, 
“the righteousness which is of faith” (vs. 30). (The 
word righteousness and justification are translated 
from the same Greek word.) 

But the majority in Israel had always missed out 
on that. Believers were a minority in Elijah’s 
generation, and in every generation. What changed 
was that when God announced to the world the 
gospel message of justification by faith in Jesus, the 
unbelieving Israelites couldn’t participate in it 
without becoming believers. Unbelievers could 
participate in the temple service, and the law, and 
all the other things God had given Israel over the 
years; but only believers can participate in 
justification by faith. 

On the other hand, justification has always been 
by faith. Abraham and David were justified by faith. 


Rom. 4:3, 6. For what do the scriptures say? 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him for righteousness [justification]. ... Even as 
David also describes the blessedness of the man, 
to whom God _ imputes righteousness 
[justification] without works. 


So why is justification by faith after Messiah 
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different than justification by faith before Messiah? 
Justifying faith has always been in God and his 
word. 


Rom. 4:20-22. [Abraham] staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief, but was strong 
in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully 
persuaded that what he had promised, he was 
able also to perform. And therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteousness. 


But the content of that faith has changed over 
time. Abraham’s faith was in God’s promise to 
multiply his descendants as the stars of heaven. 


Rom. 4:18. Who against hope, believed in hope, 
that he might become the father of many 
nations, according to that which was spoken, 
“So shall thy seed be.” 


But now our faith is in Messiah. 


Acts 4:11-12. This is the stone which was set at 
naught of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in 
any other; for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved. 


Now that Messiah has come, and revealed 
himself through his Son, we can’t have faith in God 
without having faith in Messiah. 


Jn. 5:21-23. The Father ... has committed all 
judgment to the Son, so that all men would 
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. 
He that doesn’t honor the Son doesn’t honor the 
Father which has sent him. 


And Israel isn’t yet willing to accept Jesus as 
Messiah, so he has become the stumblingblock that 
prevents them from participating in justification by 
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faith, (though all men _ share in_ other 
stumblingblocks that make it difficult for them to 
believe, like their own pride). 


Godet (Non-Calvinist). What Israel sought was 
not so much righteousness itself in its moral 
essence, as the law in all the detail of its external 
and manifold observances, ...  Levitical 
prescriptions, minutiae about Sabbaths and 
meats, fastings, tithes.33 


Rom. 9:32-33. Why Didn’t Israel Attain 
Righteousness? 


Rom. 9:32-33. Why? Because they sought it not 
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. 
For they stumbled at that stumblingstone, as it 
is written, “Behold, I lay in Sion a 
stumblingstone and rock of offence: and 
whoever believes on him will not be ashamed.” 


Paul combined the first and last part of Is. 28:16 
with the middle of Is. 8:14 to show that the same 
stone which is a refuge to the remnant of Israel is 
the cause of stumbling to the majority of Israel. The 
Isaiah 28 passage is, again, about the future time 
when the Jewish leaders will lead the majority of 
Israel to make a treaty with the antichrist (Dan. 
9:27), but a minority of Jewish people will trust in 
Messiah. And the Isaiah 8 passage is about the 
Assyrian invasion that ended the northern kingdom 
of Israel. We looked at the Isaiah 28 passage above 
so I'll only quote it briefly here. 


Is. 28:14-22. Because you have said, “We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell are 
we at agreement, ... therefore, thus says the Lord 
God, “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 


33 Godet, Romans, Kindle 10228-10292. 


82 Romans 9-11: Israel’s Predestination to Glory 


stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation. He that believes will not make 
haste.” ... Your covenant with death will be 
disannulled, and your agreement with hell will 
not stand. 


Is. 8:12-14. Say not, “A confederacy,” to all them 
to whom this people will say, “A confederacy;” 
neither fear their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the 
Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread. And he shall be for a 
sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and fora 
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a 
gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. And many among them shall 
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, 
and be taken. 


Godet_(Non-Calvinist). While the [Gentiles] 
have obtained what they sought not, the Jews 
have missed what they sought; the most 
poignant irony in the whole of history. ... Israel 
thought they were advancing on a clear path, 
and lo! all at once there was found on this way 
an obstacle upon which they were broken. And 
this obstacle was the very Messiah whom they 
had so long invoked in all their prayers! But 
even this result was foretold.34 





Rom. 11:1-6. The Jewish Remnant 


Rom. 11:1-2a. I say then, “Has God cast away 
his people?” God forbid! For I am also an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. God has not cast away his people 
which he foreknew [mpoyivwoxw, pro-ginosko]. 


Paul addresses a very critical and relevant 
question. Has the church replaced Israel? His 


34 Godet, Romans, Kindle 10228-10292. 
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answer is “God forbid!” (vs. 1). Notice even after 
Yeshua’s generation of Israel officially rejected him, 
the Jewish people are still uniquely “his people” (vs. 
1, 2). If you love and reverence God, this should be 
important to you, since it’s important to him. Is your 
heart like his through his Spirit? 

In relation to spiritual justification, it’s true “you 
are all the children of God by faith in Messiah Jesus. 
... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female ... in 
Messiah Jesus,” Gal. 3:26-28. But, in the physical 
realm (which is still important which is why our 
physical bodies will be resurrected), there certainly 
is still Jew and Greek, male and female, etc., or 
homosexuality wouldn’t be wrong. 

Here, as in many other places, God goes out of 
his way, as it were, to prevent men like Reformed 
Theologians from spiritualizing this passage. You 
might claim you, as part of the church, are part of 
spiritual Israel, but if so, which spiritual tribe are 
you from? Paul isn’t talking about a spiritual Israel 
as God’s people, but about ethnic Israel, and 
himself, as proof that God hasn’t cast off his people. 


Rom. 11.1. I also am Israelite, ... of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 


And the greatest proof of all that Paul gives here 
that God hasn’t cast away ethnic Israel, is that, as we 
learned in Romans 8-9, predestination can’t fail, 
and throughout the Bible we find that God has 
predestined ethnic Israel to be the head nation in 
the future Messianic Kingdom. 


Rom. 11:2a. God has not cast away his people 
which he foreknew [mpoyivwoxw, pro-ginosko]. 


God foreknew all physical Israel in “the loins of 
Abraham,” Heb. 7:5. God said ... 
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Amos 3:2. You only have I known of all the 
families of the earth. 


Rom. 11:2b-5. Don’t you know what the 
scripture says of Elijah? How he made 
intercession to God against Israel saying, “Lord, 
they have killed your prophets, and digged down 
your altars, and I am left alone, and they seek 
my life.” But what did the answer of God say to 
him? “I have reserved to myself seven thousand 
men, who have not bowed the knee to the image 
of Baal.” Even so then, at this present time also, 
there is a remnant according to the election 


[éxAoyn, eklogy] of grace. 


God preserves a believing Jewish remnant in 
every generation. Paul was part of this remnant, and 
the remnant includes no Gentiles. 





Is. 65:8-10. As the new wine is found in the 
cluster [of grapes], and one says, “Destroy it not, 
for a blessing is in it;” so will I do for my 
servants’ sakes [the Jewish remnant], that I may 
not destroy them all [the whole Jewish nation]. 
And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and 
out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains. And 
my elect [believing remnant] will inherit it, ... 
my people that have sought me. 


Contrary to modern Jewish rabbis’ opinion that 
“Jews for Jesus” and “Messianic Jews” are a threat 
to the survival of the Jewish people, Messianic Jews 
are the only thing that preserves each generation of 
Israel from destruction. 


Is. 65:8. Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it. 


“Remnant,” by definition, is a minority of the 
whole; in Elijah’s time only 7000 men and an 
undisclosed number of women and children. God 
didn’t “reserve[d] to myself’ (vs. 4) those seven 
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thousand by causing them to believe, because 
predestination to faith isn’t taught in the Bible; but 
by providentially controlling the time and 
circumstances of the birth and lives of those he 
foreknew, so they would be there when and where 
he ‘needed’ them to fulfill his plans, which the Bible 
does teach. 


Acts 17:24-26. God ... has made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined [opiGw, oridzo] the 
times before appointed [mpootacow, pro- 
stasso], and the boundaries [6poQeoia, 
orothesia, from the same root as oridzo and pro- 
oridzo, determined and predestined] of their 
habitation. 





And we know for sure God hasn’t “cast away his 
people which he foreknew [mpoytvwoxw, pro- 
ginosko]” (vs. 2), so that even after Israel rejected 
Yeshua, ... 


Rom. 11:5. At this present time also, there is a 
remnant [of Israel] according to the election 
[éxAoyn, eklogy] of grace. 


This is the only place in the Bible the phrase 
“election by grace” occurs, and it’s not in relation to 
individual believers in the church, but about a 
believing remnant of physical Israel. So if Calvinists 
really love “election” and the so-called “doctrines of 
grace,” let them also accept and love God’s 
continuing purpose and plans for ethnic Israel. 


Rom. 11:6. And if by grace, then is it no more 
of works, otherwise grace is no more grace. But 
if it be of works, then it is no more grace, 
otherwise work is no more work. 


Calvinist Version. And if by grace, then is it 
no more of faith, otherwise grace is no more 
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grace. But if it be of faith, then it is no more 
grace, otherwise faith is no more faith. (But God 
never contrasts grace and faith, as Calvinism 
does.) 


The Mosaic covenant of law, though profitable 
for educational purposes, always results in failure to 
keep it. But the New Covenant of grace ensures the 
certainty of success. 


Rom. 4:15-16. The [works of the] law work 
wrath. ... Therefore, it is of faith, that it might be 
by grace, to the end the promise might be sure. 


Grace and faith, among the remnant, make the 
national election of Israel certain and sure. God’s 
covenant to Abraham by grace and promise means 
there’s no sin the Jewish people can commit that can 
make them lose their inheritance as an ethnic 
people. 


Jer. 31:37. Thus says the Lord, ‘If heaven 
above can be measured, and the foundations of 
the earth searched out beneath, [then and only 
then] I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for 
all that they have done. 


Rom. 11:7-10. Israel’s Hardening 


Rom. 11:7. What then? Israel has not obtained 
that which he seeks for; but the election [ékAoyn, 
eklogy] has obtained it, and the rest were 
hardened [mwpow, poro-o, hardened]. 


The non-elect within Israel are hardened, but 
not to stop them from believing. (Per Calvinism, 
God wouldn't have to do anything special to keep 
dead men from believing.) The non-elect within 
Israel are hardened to keep them from accepting 
Jesus as prophet and Messiah without faith and 
regeneration. 
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Throughout Israel’s history, the majority of the 
nation has always been unregenerate, and therefore 
usually rejected their prophets while they were 
alive. They rejected Moses at his first coming to 
Israel, and rejected Jeremiah until after his death. 
But God always made sure the unbelieving majority 
eventually accepted their prophesies into the Jewish 
Bible, so ethnic Israel would always fulfill one of it’s 
missions to the world. 


Rom. 3:2. To them were committed the oracles 
of God. 


The last chapter in the Jewish Bible includes 
these words: 


2 Chron. 36:15-16. The Lord God of their fathers 
sent to them by his messengers, rising up from 
time to time, and sending; because he had 
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling 
place; but they mocked the messengers of God, 
and despised his words, and misused his 
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, until there was no remedy. 
(But they’re still “his people.”) 


In the New Testament, Yeshua said: 


Mt. 23:29-39. [You] say, “If we had been in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets.” Therefore, you are witnesses to 
yourselves, that you are the children of them 
which killed the prophets. ... Behold, I send to 
you [New Testament] prophets, and wise men, 
and scribes. And some of them you will kill and 
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in 
your synagogues, and persecute them from city 
to city [like Paul did in Acts 26:11]; that upon 
you may come all the righteous blood shed on 
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel [in 
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the first book of the Jewish Bible] to the blood 
of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom you slew 
between the temple and the altar [in the last 
book of the Jewish Bible]. ... O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets, and stone 
them which are sent to you, how often would I 
have gathered your children together, even as a 
hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and 
you were unwilling! Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate. For ... you will not see me again 
until you will say, “Blessed is he that comes in 
the name of the Lord [at Jesus’ second 
coming].” 


So there’s nothing unusual about Israel rejecting 
a prophet. The unusual thing is that Israel 
continued to reject Jesus their Messiah even after 
his death and even to this present time. God hardens 
Israel during this age to prevent the Jewish people 
and rabbis from incorporating Jesus into Rabbinic 
Judaism even after Jesus’ death. 


Rom. 11:8. According as it is written, “God has 
given them the spirit of slumber [Is. 29:10], eyes 
that they would not see, and ears that they 
would not hear, to this day [Deut. 29:4]. 


Obviously, Israel and the church aren't 
synonymous despite Covenant Theology’s claim 
they are, because the church isn’t blind and deaf. 
Paul’s quotation is from Deuteronomy 29:4. 


Deut. 29:2-4. Moses called to all Israel, ... “You 
have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes 
in the land of Egypt, ... the signs, and those great 
miracles. Yet the Lord has not given you a heart 
to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, to 
this day.” 


But Paul replaced the beginning 


of 


Deuteronomy 29:4, with the beginning of Isaiah 
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29:10, “The Lord has poured out on you the spirit of 
deep sleep,” to indicate to us the context of both Old 
Testament passages apply. 


Is. 29:10-14. The Lord has poured out on you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes; 
the prophets and your rulers. ... And the vision 
of all is become to you as the words of a book 
that is sealed. ... And the book is delivered to 
him that is not learned, saying, “Read this, I ask 
you;” and he says, “I am not learned.” Therefore 
the Lord said, “Inasmuch as this people draw 
near me with their mouth, ... but have removed 
their heart far from me, ... therefore, behold, I 
will proceed to do a marvelous work among this 
people, ... for the wisdom of their wise men will 
perish, and the understanding of their prudent 
men will be hid. 


And whereas Deuteronomy 29:4 only said the 
Lord hadn’t given them a heart to perceive, Isaiah 
29:10 said the Lord actively gave them a spirit of 
sleep. 


Rom. 11:9-10. And David says, “Let their table 
be made a snare, and a trap, and a 
stumblingblock [Ps. 35:8], and a recompence to 
them. Let their eyes be darkened, that they may 
not see, and bow down their back always [Ps. 
69:22-23].” 





Paul quoted very harsh words from Psalm 69; 
but as was prophesied in that psalm, Israel treated 
their Messiah incredibly harshly on the cross. 


Ps. 69:9, 20-28. For your sake I have borne 
reproach. Shame has covered my face. I have 
become a stranger to my relatives, and an alien 
to my mother's children [Jn. 7:1-11]. The zeal of 
your house has eaten me up [Jn. 2:13-17], and 
the reproaches of them that reproached you are 
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fallen upon me. ... Reproach has broken my 
heart, and I am full of heaviness. And I looked 
for some to take pity, but there was none; and 
for comforters, but I found none. They gave me 
also gall for my food; and in my thirst they gave 
me vinegar to drink [Mt. 27:33-50; Mk. 15:22- 
27; Lu. 23:33-46; Jn. 19:17-30]. Let their table 
become a snare before them, and that which 
should have been for their welfare [the coming 
of Messiah], let it become a trap. Let their eyes 
be darkened, that they see not. ... Pour out your 
indignation upon them, ... and let none dwell in 
their tents. For they persecute him whom you 
have struck [as a substitutionary sacrifice for 
them]; and they talk to the grief of those whom 
you have wounded [Is. 63:4-5]. Add iniquity [of 
rejection Messiah] to their [preexisting] iniquity 
[which should have been forgiven through his 
sacrifice], and let them not come into your 
righteousness [justification by faith]. Let them 
be blotted out of the book of the living, and not 
be written with the righteous. 


For that generation of Israel’s cruelty on top of 
cruelty, David prayed they receive judgment, and 
iniquity on top of iniquity. 


Rom. 11:11-24. Ethnic Israel 


Rom. 11:11. I say then, have they stumbled so 
they would fall? God forbid! But rather through 
their fall salvation is come to the Gentiles, to 
provoke them [Israel] to jealousy [and 
salvation]. 


God’s plans allowed Israel to fall so salvation 
would go out to the Gentiles, so Gentiles could be 
saved as Gentiles rather than as Jewish proselytes, 
so Israel could be made jealous, so Israel will come 
to faith and salvation. When Jewish people with a 
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heritage and culture of Bible and God, find keeping 
the law to be burdensome, and have no natural 
desire nor zeal for God, because they don’t know 
God personally; when they see large numbers of 
Gentiles genuinely, and fervently, knowing, serving, 
and loving their God, it causes them to reconsider 
Jesus as Messiah. So, the fall of Israel wasn’t only, 
or even primarily, for the salvation of the Gentiles, 
but also, and primarily, for the spiritual salvation of 
the Jewish people themselves. The Jewish people 
have suffered much physically over the centuries, 
but spiritual salvation which results in resurrection 
and eternal life is even more important. 


Rom. 11:12-15. Now if the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 
the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their 
fulness? For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch 
as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify my 
office, if by any means I may provoke to jealousy 
them [my Jewish brethren] which are my flesh, 
and might save some of them. If the casting 
away of them is the reconciling of the world, 
what will the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead [resurrection and the establishment of 
the Messianic Kingdom]. 





Israel’s “fall”, “diminishing,” and “casting 
away,” brought the “riches of the world,” “the riches 
of the Gentiles,” and “the reconciling of the world.” 
That is, it brought the gospel to the world, and 
enabled Gentiles to be accepted by God as Gentiles, 
without having to become Jewish proselytes or 
having a relationship with Israel like ... 


Acts 10:22. Cornelius, the centurion, a just man, 
and one that feared God, and of good report 
among all the nation of the Jews. 


But Israel’s future “fulness” and “receiving” will 
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be “much more’, for the whole world, even “life from 
the dead,” because it will bring in the Messianic 
Kingdom, resurrection, and glorification. 

And Paul rejoices he’s the apostle to the 
Gentiles, not just, nor even primarily, for the sake of 
the Gentiles; but also, and primarily, because 
evangelizing and edifying the Gentiles ... 


Rom. 11:14. May provoke to jealousy them [my 
Jewish brethren] which are my flesh, and might 
save some of them. 


Jewish evangelism always has priority for Paul. 


Rom. 1:15-16. I am ready to preach the gospel to 
you that are at Rome also, for ... it is the power 
of God to salvation to every one that believes; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


This is the heartbeat of Paul. Is it our heartbeat 
also? 


Rom. 11:16-18. For if the firstfruit is holy, the 
whole loaf is also holy; and if the root is holy, so 
are the branches. And if some of the branches 
were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, 
were grafted in among them, and with them 
partake of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 
boast not against the branches. But if you boast, 
[you should remember] you don’t bear the root, 
but the root you. 





The “root” is the Jewish people, the majority of 
which have always been unjustified unbelievers. 
Therefore the olive tree isn’t Jesus, the vine of John 
15, nor any kind of spiritual salvation. It can 
probably be thought of as the place of God’s blessing 
and service. Even unbelieving Jews shared in the 
possession of the land of Canaan, Israeli citizenship, 
and the physical blessings of ... 
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Rom. 9:1-3. The [national] sonship, and the 
[shekinah] glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the [temple] service of 
God, and the promises; [and] the fathers. 


But they couldn’t share in the blessings of the 
risen Messiah without faith and justification. The 
“some” of the branches that were broken off were 
the unsaved majority of the Jewish people after 
Messiah came. 

God’s work in the world is comprised of two 
parts. Physical salvation, which he accomplishes 
through physical Israel, which will culminate in the 
future Messianic Kingdom, and which we will 
participate in after the resurrection and glorification 
of our physical bodies. And spiritual salvation, 
which was by faith in God until Yeshua, and now 
specifically by faith in Jesus Messiah. It’s vital we 
teach both these aspects of salvation! 

In the last nine verses of Acts 28, the history of 
the church in the Bible ends when Paul ... 


Acts 28:23-31. Expounded and testified the 
kingdom of God [physical salvation: Israel, the 
Messianic Kingdom, and bodily glorification], 
persuading them concerning Jesus [spiritual 
salvation: justification by faith in Jesus and 
sanctification], both out of the law of Moses, and 
out of the prophets; ... preaching the kingdom of 
God [physical salvation: Israel, the Messianic 
Kingdom, and bodily glorification], and 
teaching those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Messiah [spiritual salvation: justification 
by faith in Jesus and sanctification]. 


God ended the book of Acts like this to show 
what he wants the church to be doing until Jesus 
returns, instead of making up new agendas like Acts 
29 for the “next chapter” in church history. 


94 Romans 9-11: Israel’s Predestination to Glory 


The spirit of this subsection is for Gentile 
believers to appreciate the continuing role of ethnic 
Israel in God’s plans for the redemption of the 
world. And the purpose of the whole section of 
chapters 9 through 11 is to guard against anyone 
thinking the gospel and the church have replaced 
Israel. 

Why does Paul have to start this 9-11 section of 
the book with three affirmations that he isn’t lying 
about his concern for ethnic Israel? Because God 
knew, that despite Paul’s efforts, the large influx of 
Gentiles into the early church, and later “spiritual” 
instead of literal interpretations of scripture, would 
one day result in most of Christendom abandoning 
their appreciation and understanding of the 
continuing importance of Israel in the plan of God. 

That’s why every chapter in this section starts 
with an affirmation of the same truth. And that’s 
why this section closes with one scripture’s greatest 
eulogies to the glory of God; yet one based on his 
continuing work with ethnic Israel. Yet most 
Christians, especially Reformed Christians, who are 
supposed to be so into predestination and eulogies 
to the glory of God, reject the importance of the 
Lord’s brethren physical brethren “according to the 
flesh” (Rom. 9:3). 


Beginning of Chapter 9. 1] I say the truth in 


Messiah, 2] I lie not, 3] my conscience also 
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I 
have great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart. For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Messiah for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh, who are 
Israelites; to whom pertains the sonship, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of 
the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as 
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concerning the flesh Messiah came, who is over 
all, God blessed for ever. Amen! 


Beginning of Chapter 10. Brethren, my 


heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved, for I bear them record 
they have a zeal of God. 


Beginning of Chapter 11. I say then, “Has 
God cast away his people [Israel]?” God forbid. 


For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin [you can’t 
spiritualize this because believers have no 
spiritual tribe]. God has not cast away his people 
[Israel] which he foreknew. 


Eulogy Ending Chapters 9-11. As 
concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your 


sakes, but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the father's sakes. For the 
[unconditional] gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance [God won’t change his 
mind]. ... These [Jewish people] also have now 
not believed, so that through your mercy they 
may also obtain mercy. ... O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out! ... For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things: to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen!. 


Remember, believing Gentiles! Remember, 
Reformed theologians! That ... 


Rom. 11:17-18. You, ... a wild [Gentile] olive tree, 
were grafted in among them [the believing 
Jewish remnant], and with them partake of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree [“their own 
olive tree” vs. 24]; [therefore] boast not against 
the branches. But if you boast, [remember] you 
don’t bear the root [the Jewish people], but the 
root you! 
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Rom. 11:19-22. You will say then, “The branches 
were broken off, that I might be grafted in. Well, 
because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
you stand by faith. Be not highminded, but fear. 
For if God spared not the natural [cultivated] 
branches, take heed lest he also spare not you. 


There are two possible responses to being 
grafted into the Jewish olive tree in place of the 


unsaved Jewish majority. 


1) Pride. Thinking you're better than them. But 
Paul says “be not highminded” (vs. 20). 


Or, 2) Caution. Being instructed that God is not 
only a God of love, but also of judgment, so 
“Fear” (vs. 20). 


The unbelieving Jewish majority were judged by 
the physical judgments of the 70 AD destruction of 
Jerusalem and the 132 AD diaspora. Born again 


believers are also subject to physical judgment. 


There is a sin unto death,” 1 Jn. 5:16. 


1 Cor. 5:5. Deliver such a one to Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh. 


1 Cor. 11:30. For this reason many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep. 


Heb. 12:11-13. No chastening for the present 
seems to be joyous; ... make straight paths for 
your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out 
of the way; but rather let it be healed. 


1 Pet. 4:17. Judgment must begin at the house of 
God 


Rom. 11:19-22. Behold therefore the goodness 
and severity of God. On them which fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you 
continue in his goodness; otherwise you also 
will be cut off. 
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The unsaved Jewish majority was broken off 
because of unbelief. 


Rom. 11:20. Because of unbelief they were 
broken off, and you stand by faith. 


Rom. 11:23. If they remain not still in unbelief 


Rom. 11:30-31. [You] have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; these ... have now not 
believed. 





The change was not that they were believers, 
and became unbelievers. The change was that 
Jewish unbelievers used to be able to partake of the 
external Jewish blessings, like the prophets, the 
temple service, the shekinah glory, etc. But the 
Jewish Messiah can only be partaken of by saving 
faith. 

Paul never warns believing Gentiles to keep 
believing here. There is no possibility of any believer 
becoming an unbeliever because predestination to 
glory guarantees arrival at glorification, and the 
fruit of the indwelling Holy Spirit is never-ending ... 


Gal. 5:22. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith. 


Rom. 11:20. You [continue to] stand by faith. 


God doesn’t cause faith before justification, but 
he does cause faith forever after ... 


Rom. 5:2. “Having been justified by faith, ... we 
had access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand. 


We can’t fall in faith, or fall in grace, but only 
stand in faith. The more we deserve to fall, the more 
the nature of grace prevents it. 
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Rom. 5:20. Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. 


Paul warns Gentile believers that if they don’t ... 


Rom. 11:22. Continue in his goodness, ... you 
also will be cut off. 


What did Gentile believers do to get into his 
goodness in the first place? Nothing. They got there 
because of the fall of Israel. 


Rom. 11:11. Through their fall salvation is come 
to the Gentiles, to provoke them [the Jewish 
people] to jealousy [so the Jewish people 
eventually become believers]. 


Rom. 11:19. The branches were broken off, so 
that I might be grafted in. 


Rom. 11:22. On them which fell, severity; but 
toward you, goodness. 


And what can the Gentiles do to avoid being cut 
off from his goodness? Nothing. When Israel 
returns to the stage, which they certainly will as we'll 
see in the next few verses, the Gentiles, as Gentiles, 
will exit. 


Rom. 11:23-24. And they also, if they abide not 
still in unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able 
to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of 
the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were 
grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree; 
how much more shall these, which are the 
natural [cultivated] branches, be grafted into 
their own olive tree? 





It’s easier, as it were, for God to restore the 
natural branches, than it was to temporarily replace 
them with unnatural branches. “Natural” here is 
“pvoic,” according to inherent nature (a good 
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thing), not “wuytkoc,” soulish or physical, like in 1 
Cor. 2:14 (a bad thing). The natural, cultivated 
branches are Jewish individuals, “Israelite[s]” (vs. 
1), who belong to “a good olive tree, ... their own 
olive tree” (vs. 24), because God had been 
cultivating his relationship with them for two 
thousand years before Messiah came. No matter 
how secular or unobservant any Jewish person 
might be, he can’t completely escape his heritage, 
culture, and sometimes, even persecution from 
Gentiles. 

In contrast, the Gentiles are “wild by nature” (vs. 
24). Not “Jews by nature, [but] sinners of the 
Gentiles” (Gal. 2:15). 


Eph. 2:11-12. Remember, that you being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh [physically], ... at that 
time you were without Messiah, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world. 


So “why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you” (Acts 26:8) Reformed theologians, that 
God will one day restore ethnic Israel to once again 
lead his work of redemption in the world? 


Rom. 11:25-29. All Israel Will Be Saved 


Rom. 11:25. For I’m not willing, brethren, that 
you would be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 
would be wise in your own conceits, that 
hardening [mmpwoic, porosis] IN PART is 
happened to Israel, UNTIL the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 


Paul doesn’t want believers to be ignorant, to 
lack knowledge, of the mystery of ethnic Israel’s 
temporary hardening and fall and future softening 
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and restoration. Unfortunately, despite Paul’s 
efforts, too many Christians, especially Reformed 
theologians, have become ignorant of this very 
thing. 

“Mystery” [yvotnpiov, mustyrion] doesn’t 
meaning something hard to understand in Greek, 
but something previously unknown, that is now 
revealed. Israel’s hardening was prophesied several 
places in the Old Testament, but it wasn’t clear when 
and how the prophesies would be fulfilled until after 
it happened. 


Rom. 9:19-21. Did not Israel know? ... Isaiah ... 
said, “All day long I have stretched forth my 
hands to a disobedient and gainsaying people.” 





The hardening Paul refers to, doesn’t mean God 
prevents individual Jewish people from believing on 
Jesus for spiritual salvation, but rather he prevents 
the unsaved majority of ethnic Israel, led by their 
rabbis, from accepting Jesus as a prophet and 
Messiah, despite their being unsaved, as they 
eventually did the other prophets God sent them, 
often posthumously after an earlier generation 
rejected and killed them. 

Romans 11:25 tells us two very important things 
about Israel’s present hardness. 


1) It’s partial, “hardness in part”, because today, 
as always, there’s a believing Jewish remnant, 
and all believers accept Jesus as Messiah. 


2) It’s temporary, “until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in,” meaning until the full 
number of foreknown Gentiles believe and are 
justified. 


Thus, no one should “be wise in your own 
conceits” (vs. 25), like Covenant Theologians, who 
mistakenly say the church has replaced Israel. 
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Jer. 31:35-37. Thus says the Lord, which gives 
the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of 
the moon and of the stars for a light by night, ... 
“If those ordinances depart from before me, ... 
then [and only then] the seed of Israel will also 
cease from being a nation before me for ever.” 
Thus says the Lord, “If heaven above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, [then and only then] I will 
also cast off all the seed of Israel for all [the evil] 
they have done.” 


Jer. 32:37-42. I will gather them out of all 
countries [so this doesn’t refer to the Babylonian 
exile which was in only one country], where I 
have driven them in my anger [for the last 2000 
years], ... and I will bring them again to this 
place. ... And I will give them one heart, ... so 
that they will fear me for ever [this didn’t 
happen yet, and not during the return after the 
Babylonian exile]. ... And I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them ... to do them 
good. ... I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they will not depart from me. Yes, I will rejoice 
over them to do them good, and I will plant them 
in this land assuredly with my whole heart and 
with my whole soul. ... I [will] bring upon them 
all the good that I have promised them. 


Jer. 33:14-20. “The days come,” says the Lord, 
“that I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised to the house of Israel and to the house 
of Judah. ... If you can break my covenant of the 
day, and my covenant of the night, and that 
there would not be day and night in their season, 
then [and only then] may also my covenant be 
broken with David my servant [ethnic kings 
from Judah] ... and with the [ethnic priests from 
the] Levites.” 
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Jer. 33:24-26. Don’t you consider what this 
people has spoken, saying, “The two families 
which the Lord has chosen, he has even cast 
them off?” [like Rom. 11:1-2] ... Thus says the 
Lord, “If my covenant is not with day and night, 
and if I have not appointed the ordinances of 
heaven and earth, then [and only then] will I 
cast away the seed of Jacob and David; ... for I 
will ... have mercy on them. 


The church was never “gather[ed] ... out of all 
countries, where I have driven them in my anger 
and [brought] again to this place” (Jer. 32:37). 
Christians are not part of, “the house of Israel” or 
“the house of Judah” (Jer. 33:14), the family of 
“David” or the “Levites” (Jer. 33:22-24). We must 
not say like some “have spoken, saying, ‘The two 
families which the Lord has chosen, [David and 
Levi] he has even cast them off? Thus, they have 
despised my people, that they would be no more a 
nation,” Jer. 33:24, like by saying ‘the church has 
replaced Israel.’ 

Rom. 11:1. Has God cast away his people? God 
forbid. For I [Paul] am also an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

If you think this all applies to the church, which 
of the twelve tribes are you from? 


Rom. 11:26a. And so all Israel will be saved! 


Romans 11:26, like Romans 11:25, is a key verse 
in understanding God’s plan for Israel and the 
world. Israel today includes some believers and 
unbelievers. But when Messiah sets up the kingdom, 
physical reality will match spiritual reality, and 
there will be no unbelievers within Israel. The 
salvation referred to in “All Israel will be saved” 
(11:26), is both spiritual and individual, and 
physical and national, because, ... 
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Jn. 3:3. Unless a man be born again, he cannot 
see the [Messianic] kingdom of God. 


Jer. 31:1, 34. I will be the God of all the families 
of Israel, and they will be my people. ... They will 
all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, ... for I will forgive their iniquity. 


Ez. 20:40. In my holy mountain ... will all the 
house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me. 


Joel 2:27-32. I am in the midst of Israel, and ... 
I will pour out my spirit upon all [Jewish] flesh 
... before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
come. And ... whoever will call on the name of 
the Lord will be delivered; for in mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, ... and in the 
[believing ethnic Jewish] remnant whom the 
Lord will call. 


God will ensure all Jewish people who are alive 
on earth at the future time when the Messianic 
Kingdom is set up, will be believers; not by 
predestinating them to believe, but by allowing the 
unbelievers to die. 


Zech. 12:9-13:8. In that day, ... all the nations 
[will] come against Jerusalem. ... In all the land, 
... two parts therein will be cut off and die, but 
the third [part] will be left therein. 


Ez. 20:34-31. I will cause you to pass under the 
rod, ... and I will purge out from among you the 
rebels. ... I will bring them forth out of the 
country where they sojourn, but they will not 
enter into the land of Israel. ... For in my holy 
mountain ... will all the house of Israel, all of 
them in the land, serve me. ... I will bring you ... 
into the country [Canaan/Israel] for which I 
lifted up mine hand [in oath] to give it to your 
fathers, ... when I have [graciously] wrought 
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with you for my name's sake, not according to 
your wicked ways. 


God will ensure one third of the Jewish people 
living at the time are believers, not by 
predestinating one third to faith, but by 
providentially controlling the time and place each 
person foreknown in Messiah will be born. 


Rom. 11:26b-27. As it is written, “There will 
come out of Zion the Deliverer, and will turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is my 
covenant to them, when I will take away their 
sins.” 


Jesus will be ethnic Israel’s future physical 
Deliverer. Like in a suspenseful movie, just in time 
at the last second, the Messiah will arrive and 
deliver ethnic Israel from the anti-christ’s Gentile 
armies. 


Zech. 14:2-4. I will gather all [Gentile] nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city will be 
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women 
ravished; and half of the city will go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the people will not 
be cut off from the city. Then will the Lord go 
forth, and fight against those [Gentile] nations, 
as when he fought in the day of battle. And his 
feet will stand in that day on the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east. 


But Jesus will also be ethnic Israel’s future 
spiritual Deliver through the New Covenant, which 
promised both forgiveness of sins, justification, and 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, for sanctification. 

Paul described the promises of the New 
Covenant, by combining the beginning of ... 


Is. 59:20-21. The Redeemer will come to Zion. 
... This is my covenant with them: ... my spirit ... 
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and my words ... will not depart out of your 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of your seed ... for 
ever. 


With the end of... 


Jer. 31:31-34. I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah. 
This will be the covenant: ... I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts. 
And will be their God, and they will be my 
people. And ... they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest of them. ... For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more. 








To get... 


Rom. 11:26b-27. And so all Israel will be saved. 
as it is written, “There will come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob; for this is my covenant to them, when I 
will take away their sins.” 


Although the church shares in the spiritual 
blessings of this New Covenant already, the 
covenant won’t be made “with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah” (Jer. 31:31) until the 
time of Jesus’ return, when “all Israel will be saved” 
(vs. 26). 

As Nineveh had a _ national, organized 
repentance, “The king ... caused it to be proclaimed, 
... Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, ... feed, 
nor drink water; but let man and beast be covered 
with sackcloth” (Jonah 3:5-8); likewise, Israel will 
also someday have a national, organized repentance 
about having rejected Jesus as Messiah. 


Zech. 12:10-13:1. I will pour on the house of 
David, and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace. ... And they will look on me whom 
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they have pierced, and they will mourn for him, 
as one mourns for his only son, ... every family 
apart. The family of the house of David apart, 
and their wives apart; the family of the house of 
Nathan apart, and their wives apart. ... In that 
day, there will be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for 


sin [national justification] and for uncleanness 


[national sanctification]. 





Rom. 11:28. As concerning the gospel, they are 
enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election [éxAoyn, eklogee], they are beloved for 
the father's sakes. 





Tragically, before the 70 AD. judgment, the 
Jewish people had enough political power to 
physically persecute the church, like Paul (Acts 
26:10-15) did before he became a believer. But also 
tragically, after the first century, various false 
‘Christians;’ like the Roman Catholic Church which 
was empowered by the Roman_ emperor 
Constantine after 300 AD., and like some Reformed 
theologians after 1500 AD. who were misled by their 
non-literal interpretations of the Old Testament; 
physically persecuted the Jewish people, the 
beloved flesh and blood brethren of Yeshua Messiah 
and Paul. 

If Reformed theologians love the word “election 
(ékAoyn, eklogee),” then let them also love the 
certainty of ethnic Israel’s continuance as God’s 
beloved, because three of the seven occurrences of 
the word “election” in Greek (éxAoyn, eklogee) in the 
New Testament, are in this one chapter, about how 
God will never cast away ethnic Israel, “his people” 
(vs. 1). (I apologize if these words of Romans 11, that 
reveal God’s heart, don’t match up with your 
theological system.) 
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1) Vs. 5. There is a[n ethnic Jewish] remnant 
according to the election of grace. 


2) Vs. 7. Israel [as a whole] has not obtained that 
which he seeks for; but the [ethnic Jewish] 
election has obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded. 


3) Vs. 28. As touching the election, they are 
beloved. 


Rom. 11:29. For the gifts and calling [xAfjo1c] of 
God are without repentance. 


If God can repent of the gifts and calling of the 
nation of Israel, he can also repent of the gifts and 
calling of individual believers in the church (but of 
course he can’t). If Israel can lose its national 
salvation, then Christians can lose their individual 
salvation and glorification. If God is under no 
obligation, because of his own righteousness (Titus 
1:2), to keep his promises to Israel, then he’s under 
no obligation to keep his promises to the church. 
And you can’t keep your promises to one person, say 
John, by giving what you promised him to another 
person, like Mary. 

Romans 8 shows that individual predestination 
to glorification guarantees the future glorification of 
individual believers. And the purpose of Romans 9- 
11 is to show that national predestination to 
glorification guarantees the future glorification of 
Israel in the future Messianic Kingdom. 

God can’t lose “Israel his inheritance” (Ps. 
78:71). 


Ps. 135:4. For the Lord has chosen Jacob to 
himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. 


Is. 45:4. Israel, my elect. 


Is. 48: 12. Israel, my called 
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If Calvinists really desire God’s glory, then let 
them join in humbly accepting the subservient place 
physical Gentile nations (not including physically 
glorified Gentile individuals) will have to Israel in 
the coming kingdom. 


Is. 14:1-2. The Lord will have mercy on Jacob, 
and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their 
own land [beginning in 1948]; and the strangers 
[not-yet-glorified Gentiles alive when the future 
kingdom is set up] will be joined with them, ... 
and the house of Israel will possess them in the 
land of the Lord for servants and handmaids. 


Rom. 11:30-36. God’s Plan for Israel and 
Gentiles 


Rom. 11:30-32. For as you [Gentiles] in times 
past have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief; even so 
have these [Israelites] also now not believed, 
that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. For God has concluded them all in 
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 


The change is not that there are less believers 
among the Jewish people today than in the past. In 
Elijah’s time there were only seven thousand men. 
But now Gentiles can believe as Gentiles, without 
becoming proselytes, or God-fearers with 
connections to Israel, and thus Gentiles, by their 
numbers, dominate the church. 

The church and Israel are still separate entities. 
God uses them both differently during different 
periods. One period the Gentiles are dependent on 
Israel to know God; the next period Israel is 
dependent on the Gentiles to be aroused to know 
God. It’s like how God created woman from, of, and 
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for man; but then also made it so each man is born 
of woman (1 Cor. 11:7-12). 


Rom. 11:33-36. O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out! For who has known the mind 
of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor? Or 
who has first given to him, and it will be 
recompensed to him again? For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things; to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen. 





The Purpose of Romans 9 - 11 


Salvation is comprised of three parts: our past 
spiritual justification event, our present practical 
sanctification process, and our future physical 
glorification event. In the spiritual realm of 
justification and sanctification, there is no Jew or 
Gentile; but in the physical realm, our salvation is 
interwoven with Israelology, which comprises the 
majority of the Bible’s content. If youre not 
teaching about this physical aspect of our salvation, 
including the future glorification of our physical 
bodies and the Israelology with which it’s 
connected, youre failing to teach one third of what 
we need to know about the gospel and salvation. 

One reason Paul added Romans 0-11, after 
discussing our glorification in Romans 8, is to 
ensure that as we teach through the New Testament, 
the church brings the doctrines of Israel, which are 
mostly found in the Old Testament, into our 
teaching. It’s one thing to say the word Israel 
fourteen times as you teach through these three 
chapters (Rom. 9:4, 6, 6, 27, 27, 31; 10:1, 19, 21; 11:1, 
2,7, 25, 26). It’s another to actually acknowledge the 
message of these three chapters: that ethnic Israel’s 
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unique role in God’s plan is not over. For example, 
Stott says: 


Stott. Paul rehearses four times, with 
modifications, the same Jews-Gentiles-Jews- 
Gentiles sequence. First, in his ‘chain of 
blessing’ (11-12); ... Secondly, in reference to his 
own ministry (13-16); ... Thirdly, in the allegory 
of the olive tree (17—24); [and in] the ‘chain of 
blessing’, as Israel’s disobedience has led to 
mercy for the Gentiles, which in turn will lead to 
mercy for Israel [in 30-31].35 


Yes, but what is the end goal of all these 
gymnastics as far as Stott is concerned? In his 
opinion, it teaches the Jews are just one more 
ethnicity among all ethnicities! 


Stott. Paul has been at pains to argue that there 
is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles 
either in sin (3:9, 22) or in salvation (10:12). ... 
He has predicted the future ‘fulness’ both of 
Israel (12) and of the Gentiles (25). It is when 
these two ‘fulnesses’ have been fused that the 
new humanity will have been realized, ... the 
great multinational multitude which no-one can 
count (Rev. 7:9). ... The end of God’s ways will 
be ... mercy on the fulness of both Jews and 
Gentiles, mercy on ‘them all’ ... without 
distinction.3° 


That’s exactly the opposite of Paul’s message in 
Romans 9-11. It’s an exposition of Calvinism and 
Replacement Theology, not of Romans 9-11. It’s also 
a bad exposition of Revelation 7, which also talks 
about “a hundred and forty and four thousand of all 
the tribes of the children of Israel. Of the tribe of 
Judah, ... twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben, 


35 Stott, Message of Romans, 307-308. 
36 Stott, Message of Romans, 308-309. 
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... twelve thousand” (Rev. 7 3-5), etc. God doesn’t 
‘waste’ space in the scriptures by saying twelve 
thousand of the tribe of X twelve times, to have us 
then spiritualize all 144,000 to include Gentiles and 
Jews indiscriminately. 

Stott says regarding “All Israel will be saved” 
(Rom. 11:26): 


Stott. ‘All Israel’ must mean the great mass of 
the Jewish people, comprising both the 
previously hardened majority and the believing 
minority. ... Whether or not Dr Tom Wright is 
correct in rejecting the notion of ‘a large-scale, 
last-minute salvation of ethnic Jews’, [Wright, 
233] his emphasis on present evangelism (‘now, 
three times in verses 30 and 31) is healthy: ‘Paul 
is envisaging a steady flow of Jews into the 
church, by grace through faith.’ [Wright, 249].37 





So Wright and Stott envisage “a steady flow of 
Jews into the church” during the times of Israel’s 
hardening when “through their fall salvation is 
come to the Gentiles” (vs. 11). And they envisage “a 
steady flow of Jews into the church” after the Jewish 
hardening is removed and “all Israel will be saved” 
(Rom. 11:26). In other words, they don’t let the text 
interfere with their teaching of Reformed theology 
that excludes any special place for ethnic Israel. 

Why do I spend so much time and space 
including Old Testament scriptures from books like 
Jeremiah and Zechariah about the certainty of 
Israel’s future national glorification in my 
commentary on Romans 9-11? Because when Paul 
combines quotes from the Old Testament into one, 
he is demonstrating he’s trying to save space, and 
actually wants us to bring the whole passage where 
the quotes come from into our consideration. 


37 Stott, Message of Romans, 303, 305. 
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Commentators who don’t approach these chapters 
with the perspective they're about God’s distinct 
dealings with national Israel, and the certainty and 
even entwinement of both their salvation and ours, 
aren't really presenting the message of these 
chapters. 

Biblically, “all Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26), 
means every ethnic Jew of the last generation before 
the Messianic Kingdom, will be a believer; and that 
will bring in Israel’s national, physical salvation, 
along with our individual, physical glorification; 
and you can’t have one without the other. 


Rom. 11:15. For if the [temporary] casting away 
of them be the reconciling of the world, what 
will the [future] receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead? 


When Yeshua Messiah mounts his white horse 
(or white, horse-like cherub, since horses don’t fly) 
in Revelation 19 and rides out to “strike the nations” 
(Rev. 19:15), which “nations” will he strike? Not 
Israel. Jesus is Jewish. He will fight on the side of 
the Jews, and save them from the Gentile armies of 
the world. 


Zech. 14:1-3. The Lord will also save the tents of 
Judah first. ... In that day the Lord will defend 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. ... I will seek to 
destroy all the [Gentile] nations that come 
against Jerusalem. ... I will gather all [Gentile] 
nations against Jerusalem to battle. ... Then will 
the Lord go forth, and fight against those 
[Gentile] nations [including the United States if 
we're still a country then]. 


After giving nineteen chapters in Revelation 
about the seven years leading up to Messiah’s 
return, why does God give only one verse about the 
thousand-year Messianic Kingdom? 
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Rev. 20:4. They lived and reigned with Messiah 
a thousand years. 


Because much of the Old Testament, including 
most of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, already 
provides the details about the kingdom. 

When God comes down to dwell with men in the 
eternal state per Revelation 21-22, he will dwell in 
the New Jerusalem, not New York. Jerusalem will 
have the names of the twelve sons of Jacob on the 
gates, and the names of the twelve Jewish apostles 
on the wall. 


Rev. 21:24-26. The kings of the earth [will] 
bring their glory and honor into it, ... the glory 
and honor of the nations into it. 


Which nations will bring their riches to 
Jerusalem? The Gentile nations; not Israel. The 
Jewish people will be the ones living in Jerusalem 
and Israel. 

The future Messianic Kingdom is a physical 
kingdom on earth in which we will dwell in physical 
glorified bodies of “flesh and bone” (Luke 24:39), 
and so it will be a realm where genealogies matter. 
Ezekiel 40-48 describes the resurrected David (Ez. 
44:3; 45:7-22; 46:2-18; 48:21-22; Jer. 30:9) from 
the tribe of Judah ruling in Jerusalem, and the 
priests and Levites (43:19; 48:11-22) from the tribe 
of Levi ministering in the Messianic temple. 

When Paul quotes verses like “the elder will 
serve the younger” (vs. 12) in Romans 9, he wants us 
to bring in the whole doctrine of the perpetual 
destruction of Edom in the kingdom via the return 
of the warrior Messiah. When he quotes “all Israel 
will be saved” (Rom. 11:26), he wants us to bring in 
Jeremiah’s promises of the New Covenant to both 
houses of Israel, including how “they will all know 
me from the least of them to the greatest of them” 
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(Jer. 31:34). There is no “least” and “greatest” 
spiritually, so this passage is not about the church. 

God’s work with Israel in the physical realm 
doesn’t take anything away from God’s work with 
the church in the spiritual realm. So, what is the root 
of Christianity’s continual resistance to God’s work 
with Israel in the physical realm? 

Alva McClain tells the story of a hefty preacher 
at a dinner saying it would be carnal for Jesus to set 
up a physical kingdom. McClain commented that if 
the kingdom of God can exist in an overweight 
preacher eating fried chicken, why can’t it exist in a 
physical kingdom on earth that Messiah himself sets 
up? The denominations that object most 
strenuously to a future, physical, Messianic 
kingdom are the same ones that set up endless 
organizations, committees, buildings, and 
educational programs for they themselves to ‘bring 
in the kingdom’ now on earth - but they say it 
wouldn't be spiritual if God through Messiah did 
something similar. 

Calvinism, Reformed Theology, Covenant 
Theology, and Replacement Theology, all use non- 
literal methods of interpretation, which are the root 
of the problem. But if you don’t interpret the Bible 
literally, it can mean anything; and if it can mean 
anything, then it means nothing; because nobody’s 
symbolic interpretation can be proven better or 
worse than another’s. 

More than half the Bible is incomprehensible to 
Calvinists because of their alliance with non- 
dispensational theology. For example, Matthew 
Henry said regarding Ezekiel’s Temple in Ezekiel 
40-48: 

Matthew Henry (Calvinist), Here is one 


continued vision, beginning at this chapter 
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[Ezek. 40], to the end of the book, which is justly 
looked upon to be one of the most difficult 
portions of scripture in all the book of God. ... 
Many commentators, both ancient and modern, 
have owned themselves at_a loss what to make 
of it and what use to make of it.38 








Yes, if your theology forces you to allegorize all 
those cubits, a simple architectural blueprint 
becomes more difficult to interpret than the great 
truths of Ephesians. If the first 6x6 cubit square 
guardroom represents the stability of the church, 
then the other 35 guardrooms, and all the other 
square areas represent the same thing, which would 
be an inefficient way for God to reveal the church is 
stable! And if the first 6x6 cubit square guardroom 
represents the stability of the church, then the 6x5 
cubit space next to it, and the other 24 6x5 cubit 
spaces, must represent the instability of the church. 
But if taken literally the cubits ... cubits, each 
necessary to describe an important physical 
building that will exist during the future Messianic 
Kingdom in Jerusalem. 


38 Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Kindle 229611- 
220615. 
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Appendix. Messiah’s Return and Edom’s 
Destruction 


The following is an overview of some of the 
prophesied events leading up to Messiah’s return 
and the destruction of Edom. How many Bible- 
believing Christians even know the destruction of 
Edom is a significant Bible doctrine? There’s even a 
whole book devoted to it, though a short one, the 
one-chapter book of Obadiah. 

I learned most of the following from Arnold 
Fruchtenbaum, and recommend his book, The 
Footsteps of the Messiah, and his website, ariel.org, 
for further information. 


The 7o AD. Destruction. 

In Luke 21:20-24, Jesus prophesied believers 
should flee Jerusalem when they see it surrounded 
by armies. But how do you flee a city when it’s 
surrounded by armies? In 66 A.D., Roman armies 
led by Cestius Gallus surrounded Jerusalem, but 
had to retreat, and his army was almost annihilated. 
So, the Christians then fled, and sat out the war in 
Pella, across the Jordan. Emperor Vespasian’s son, 
Titus, returned in 68 A.D., and destroyed the city in 
70 A.D. Matthew 24 is similar, but the warning in 
Matthew 24 is to flee Jerusalem in the middle of the 
future tribulation period when you see the antichrist 
set up an idol of himself in the temple. 


The_ First World-Wide Regathering in 
1948. 

It was prophesied there would be only two 
world-wide regatherings of Israel (Is. 11:11); the one 
which happened in 1948 which was a regathering in 
unbelief before the day of the Lord (Zeph. 2:1-3) in 
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preparation for judgment (Ezek. 22:15-22), and one 
in faith after the day of the Lord in preparation for 
blessing. The return from Babylon around 500 A.D. 
was not a world-wide regathering, but only from 
Babylon. The second world-wide regathering will be 
the last, because then the kingdom will be set up (Is. 
11:11-12, 15-16). 


The Rapture. 
The rapture, or the catching away (1 Thess. 


4:17), refers to when God will take the church to 
heaven to sit out the tribulation period before 
returning the church to earth to share in the 1000- 
year Messianic Kingdom. Not only living church 
saints (saints means all born-again believers) will be 
taken, but also those who have died will be 
physically resurrected and united with their spirits 
and souls and taken. (1 Thess. 4:14-17). We know the 
rapture takes place before the tribulation period 
because all seven feasts God gave Israel in Leviticus 
23 have been fulfilled literally on the exact day of the 
feast so far, and we can expect that pattern to 
continue. The Four Spring Feasts = Messiah’s First 
Coming: 1) Jesus died on the Feast of Passover, 2) 
He was shown to be sinless on the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, 3) He rose from the dead on 
Sunday, the day after the Sabbath, the Feast of 
Firstfruits, and 4) He gave the Holy Spirit to the 
church on the Feast of Pentecost. The Three Fall 
Feasts = Messiah’s Second Coming: 5) The rapture 
will occur on the Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashana) 
(1 Cor. 15:52), 6) The tribulation period will begin 
on Yom Kippur, 7) The Messianic Kingdom will be 
set up seven years later on the Feast of Tabernacles. 
If it be argued that “of that day and hour knows no 
man” (Mt. 24:36), we don’t know which year’s Rosh 
Hashana it will be, so we don’t know the day. 
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The Russian Invasion of Israel. 


A Russian alliance will invade Israel, probably 
before the beginning of the tribulation period, 
though the timing is uncertain (Ez. 38:8). 


The Return of Elijah. 

Elijah (2 Kings 2:11) and Enoch (Gen. 5:24) 
never died. Just as Messiah returned to heaven and 
is waiting there in his resurrected and glorified body 
to return, so Elijah is waiting there in his unglorified 
body to return (Mal. 4:1, 5-6). 


The Signs in the Sun and Moon. 
Joel 2:1-2. 


The Day of the Lord. 


There will be a seven-year period (Dan. 9:24-27; 
12:7; Is. 28:14-22; Rev. 11:3; 12:6, 14) of judgment 
before the Messianic Kingdom is set up called “the 
day of the LORD” (Zephaniah 1:14-15), and “the 
time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:6-11), and “the 
tribulation period” (Matt. 24:21; Rev. 7:14). It’s not 
the rapture that begins the tribulation period but 
rather Israel’s signing of a 7-year treaty with the 
antichrist (Dan. 9:27). 


The Antichrist. 

The antichrist (Jn 2:18, Rev. 13:1-14) will control 
most of the world (Dan. 2:42-44; 7:7-8, Rev. 6:1-8) 
during the tribulation period. He will be part of the 
counterfeit trinity of Satan, the father; the 
Antichrist, the son; and the False Prophet, the 
unholy spirit. The Antichrist is also called the “little 
horn” (Dan. 7:8), and “that man of sin (2 Thess. 2:3- 
10). 
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The Two Witnesses and the Mark of the 


Beast. 
(2 Thess. 2; Rev. 11, Rev. 13 - 14). 


The Abomination of Desolation. 


Daniel said the antichrist will set up an image of 
himself, the abomination of desolation, in the 
temple in Jerusalem (Dan. 9:27; 11:31-36; 12:1-12. 
Rev. 13:15-18). Daniel wasn’t talking about 
Antiochus Epiphanes putting a statue of Zeus in the 
temple in 168 BC, because the abomination was still 
future in Jesus time (Matt. 24:15). And Jesus was 
not referring to when Hadrian put a statue of 
Jupiter and himself on the already-destroyed 
temple mount in 117 AD., because it didn’t “make 
desolate” (Dan. 11:31), and it didn’t happen in the 
middle of a seven-year treaty, etc. 


The Flight from Jerusalem to Petra. 


The antichrist won’t control Jordan (Dan. 
11:41). Many Jews will flee to the mountains of 
Edom in southern Jordon (Rev. 12:5-6) when the 
antichrist sets up his image in the temple. Since 
Jesus’ prophesy about the 70 AD. destruction of 
Jerusalem in Luke was fulfilled literally; his 
prophesy about the future abomination of 
desolation in Matthew will also be fulfilled literally. 

In both Luke and Matthew, “nation against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom” seems to 
represent World War I and II rather than ‘normal’ 
ongoing wars through the ages. Luke had a big gap 
of time in verse 12 where he went from World War I 
and II back to 70 AD., and another big gap of time 
in verse 24, where he went forward from 70 AD. to 
the tribulation period. 

But in Matthew, Jesus went right from World 
War I and II, to the abomination of desolation. It 
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makes sense Matthew would be concerned about 
the tribulation period attack on Jerusalem right 
before the kingdom is set up, since the gospel of 
Matthew portrays Jesus as King of Kings in the 
Messianic Kingdom. (Matt. 24:2-15). 


The Return of Messiah to Edom. 


The antichrist will divide the armies of the world 
to attack both Jerusalem and the Jewish people in 
Edom. At the moment when things will look most 
hopeless, the Messiah will return in the air and save 
the Jewish people in Edom first, and then those in 
Jerusalem (Zech. 12:7). Messiah will start in Edom 
and fight his way to Jerusalem while flying on a 
cherub (white horse), destroying the antichrist’s 
armies with rays from his hands and the words of 
his mouth. (Hab. 3:3-13; 2 Thess. 2:8-9; Rev. 19:11- 
21). The mountains of Edom will be eroded from 
rivers of blood from the antichrist’s armies, and the 
land of Edom will become perpetual fire and 
brimstone (Is. 34:2-10). 


The Messiah’s Path to Jerusalem. 

Messiah will destroy the world’s armies from 
Edom to the “winepress”, which is the Kidron valley 
between the Temple mount and the Mount of 
Olives, where the blood will flow up to the horses’ 
bridles (Is. 63:1-6. Rev. 14:20). Then Messiah’s feet 
will touch down on the Mount of Olives, the same 
place he left earth from (Zech. 14:1-16; Acts 1:9-12). 


The Great Valley, the Mountain, and the 
River. 

The Great Valley will form when the Mount of 
Olives splits with part going towards the north and 
part towards the south, so that the valley it forms 
will run east and west as an access road up the high 
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mountain to the Jerusalem and the temple (Zech. 
14:1-16). 

The Mountain will form when the Samarian 
Hills, the Judean Mountains, and the rest of the 
world’s mountains will be lowered, and Jerusalem 
will be raised to become the highest mountain in the 
world (Zech. 14:10 Isaiah 2:2. Ez. 20:40. Ez. 40:2). 

The River will begin at the porch of the rebuilt 
temple and will miraculously get deeper and deeper 
from that small source. Part of it will run down the 
new valley to the Dead Sea, which will change it into 
fresh water; and part of it will run west to the 
Mediterranean Sea (Ez. 47:1-10. Zech. 14:8. Joel 
3:17-18). 

The Messianic Temple is described in Ezekiel 
40-48 in minute details that requires a literal 
interpretation and is impossible to allegorize 
effectively. The land will be divided among the 
physical tribes of Israel in a way that has never yet 
been fulfilled. (Ez. 48:1-3). 
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The First Resurrection. 
The first resurrection is for the Old Testament 
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saints and believers who died during the Tribulation 
Period so all believers of all times will enjoy the 
Messianic Kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6). The church 
saints that had died will already have been 
resurrected at the rapture (1 Thess. 4:16-17). 


The Second World-Wide Regathering. 
The second world-wide regathering of Israel (Is. 


11:11-12) is also the last (Is. 11:15-16). 


The Revolt at the End of the Messianic 
Kingdom. 

There will be a final revolt at the end of the 
thousand-year Messianic Kingdom (Rev. 20:7-9), 
but all who participate in it will have been fully 
warned by the object lesson of the perpetually- 
visible desolation of Edom (Is. 34:9-10) and perfect 
teaching (Is. 2:3; Mic. 4:2; Hab. 2:14). 


The Second Resurrection. 

The second resurrection is for the unbelievers of 
all times to receive differing amounts of 
punishments in the Lake of Fire according to their 
deeds (Rev. 20:10-15). No believers will have died 
during the tribulation period (Is. 65:20) so there 
will be no need for a resurrection of believers after 
the First Resurrection described above. Instead, 
those believers who had entered the kingdom in 
unglorified bodies and any of the children born to 
them who became believers will be glorified before 
the new heaven and earth. 


The New Heaven and Earth. 

In the eternal state, God the Father will come 
down to live with men on earth. Men won’t go up to 
heaven to live with God (Rev. 21:1-3). There will still 
be nations and kings, streets and gates, etc. (Rev. 
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21:21-27). 
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